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LUCKY CORNISH PISKEY 
SEES ALL, HEARS ALL, DOES ALL 


JOA.N 'im WAD U gueeo of Ibe Lucky Candsh Ptekeya. Ibouaaoifa uT penwn all over tbc world claim (hat 
Joan the Wad has hrnughi Ibetn Wouderhil Luck In Hie way of Ilealtb. Weallh and Happiness. 
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Ihc Queen o 
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' the Cornish Piskey Folk, and the toatvelious miracics they accomplish. 
Lucky c:onilsb Plskeys, and with whom good lock and good health alway 

AS HEALER 


One lady wriKs ; “ My sister sufleced very badly far years, but since I gave her a Juan 
her she is much easier. Do you think this is due to Joan or the Water from the Lucky wcli 


pc for reply, I wUI send 
JOAN THE WAD la 
'• attend. 




AS LLCK BRDSGER 

Another writes r " Since the War my wife and I have been dogged by petsistcol.iil-lock, and we seemed lo be 
sinking lower and lower. One day someone scot us a Joan the Wad. We have never found out who it was. 
but, coincidence if you like, within a week I got a much better job and my wife had some money left her. Since 
then we have never looked back and, needless to say, swear by ‘ Queen Joan 

AS MATCHMAKER 

A young girl wrote and infomed me that she had scales ofboy friends, but it was not uotilshcbod visited Cornwall 
and taken Jotin beck with her that she m« the boy ofher dreams, and as they got better acquainted she discovered 
be also has "Joan the Wad,*' 

AS PRIZEWINNER 

Joan Ihe Wad I have fre^ently been successful, althou^ I have not won a big prize, but I know Ihet — ^who 
myself, so you see I have cause to Mess ' Queen Joan ^ 

AS SPECULATOR 

A man writes . ** I had some shares that for several years I couldn'l giveaway. They were I/- shares, and ell of 
I sudden they went up in the market to 7/9. I happened to be staring at Joan the Wad. Pure imaginatron, you 
may say, but I thought I saw her wink approvingly. I sold out, reinvested the money at greater profit and have 
prospered ever since.” 
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"Bui— tro you lure it will work In tovene? 
SnppoM It vKin't brfog bini ogoin?" 

'it will— H mu>t. Lf>t«D. Uni— I have 
ilmily fHperlineated with iDanimate oblecb. 
Tliey Uve retimuKl - . . there la no Earthly 
reeaon why a living aubject should not do so if 
he follows my Inatroctlont carefully. Provided 
he dose not move frcoi the spot at which be 
reassembles, he will be perfectly safe. 1 would 
iry It myeeU but— I am the only one who can 
operate the tieam. You’ll sec, Urn. I've 
devoted twenty yean of my life, living here 
away from life itself, conatructing this lieam. 
tt can be directed to any planet: at the monrent 

steps upon the pia^ In that cage, and I reverre 
this lever, bis body is split into its Uny elements. 
These are transmitted along the beam to their 
preordained detdaiUon. no matter how fat it 
may be. When they roach that point, the work 
ot the beam transmitter is done. The object, 
wbitever It may be, forms again. The pracese 
ia reversed and the stomlc structure assembled. 
This is the hnal step— once this experiment is 
completed I am ready to commercialise the 
invention. It will entbrly replace shipping, 
air-ireight and rail-carriage upon Earth. Tbe 
luaviest gooda can be transported dear acroaa 
tha woill clear acroaa the Universe even, in 
secondt. Yon realise tbe value of it my 



Perulentkry lor the Komlridally Insane. Her 
red lipa went wide for a scream . . 

"tfO!" snarled Bourbon, whipping hla diot- 
gun^fiom beneat^hii grey tunic. "Be quietl'' 

oflahorl. Hewent on qdck^'T am a dtqtn- 

np' ends. Toni^t, ^eady, two men have 
died by my hand, and I would not be avaie to 

father* - imm 


Usteauig 0 , 

tensed. Tne Idea which had entered hk mind 
almost made him reel. It was fantastic, and 
yet— be was prepared to clutch at any strew 
to elsds reespture. Yes. even voluota^ call; 
Irom the world he knew and hated. £ven a 
nightmare extwriment with his living body ai 

*^The'bBylM of tbe hound closer stOJ confirmed 
hb tloclalon. He walked qukkiy round to the 

Waited. Thedowop^.andbeconiroDted 
the girl. He said; 

"IwWilDieeyourfather. , 

The gtrl tried hi 


Take m< 

vnateiyl’’ 

lend she herilsted, From I 


"A-a gentleman 
ga^^^uvCT 


A. 




He stepped inside vrithout gisdng^^naiM. 
m lell upon the dreaded uniform of Gruntoo 


turned round from his mscblne . . . 
Bourbon snarled; "Make no outcry. Should 
you do so I will not bcMtate to kill your 
daughter. You uDderstand?" 

The scienttst betrayed no alarm. He nodded 
and said: "1 beard the escape siren going at 
Grunton. Yon ace that niaaV' 

"1 am that man," a«eed Bourbon. My 
nameia Bouibon — John Bourbon." 

'T remenbec youroue — you roamed Chicago 
■lashing people with koivea, did yon not?" 

"Not people— women," pointed out Bourbon, 
"I am rather proud of my record. They called 
me^a woi« peril than Jack the Ripper. Bui 

‘And Jui^ed%aa^guilty but insane, and 
detnlned you In Grunton." 

"Bui there ia no time ^M'^scnsaion of that 
topic now. I need your aid . . ." 

The old scieudst smiled end ^ook his bead: 
"You may expect no help from me, Bourbon," 
he said. "1 can give you none as it is, and even 
if 1 could 1 would not." 

Bourbon said; "listen ... do you bear?" 

The ghostly baying of the bloodhound crept 
out of the fog into the room. Bourbon went 
on: "They are on my trail. Soon they will 
find me, and take me back. II that happens. 


''Then your daughter dies first, and you altei 
her. But you will sol refine; 1 have a proposi- 
tion to put to you." 

The old man adjusted bit ^lectacles calmly 




I will submit myself ta your exparimi 
understand?" 

The girl said, quickly; "ATo— no, father." 
But the scientist's eyes were gleaming with 
interest. He said: 

"Snppose they insisl on searching the bouse?" 
"Pennit them. They will find nothing, tor 1 


Bourbon nodded. Lana said again: "Dud 
you can't. You can't turn a maniac loose, noi 
in any world — ol coune ^ou ca 


our Icieml wishes to dud out, why not . , . ?" 

Theta wasa shrewd look in his eyes. Bourbon 
didn't fail to » 


Katurally, he thought to hiiiiselt, the old fool 
may know of aome way of killing me, once he 
gets me on that platel Perhaps that is his 
plan. Perhape something will go wrongt 

TneKienhsl said; "1 agree. Bourbon." 

He said it rather too quickly. In view of his 
daughtet'a protests. Bourbon was certain he 

But he betrayed no sign of his knowledge. 
He moved towards the cage of platmum wire, 
stood opon the plate beneath him. He still 
held the girl by the shoulder, her back towards 


"I wouldn't have time. The transmission is 
only the work of a few seconds. 'You will see 
me pull the ievet, sailer s momentary blackout, 
and tba next second you will dnd yourself on — 

Bourbou growled: "They're at thedour. I'm 
ready . . ." 

And he suddenly jerked the girl, Una. 
roughly into the cage with him. Snapp^: "So 

very useful on a planet which has no other 


' Yob swine . . , , , , 

or by G • ^ 




b uvagery: be jammed 


she screamed with pain, l^ihouud: "1 
ITI" 

And hopelessly the old man obeyed . . . 


Bourbon waa floating in u vast, inky dark 
void. He no longer had a — what body 

His thoughts wen dUjalnM. unreal . . . Uko 
bis body. 

He ^d not know how long hr hed been like 
eternity ... ° “ 

And then his consctousnesa was blotted nut 
by a blinding white Bash — evriything became 
burning, nerve shattering pain . . , 


Professor Systrom walked hopelesaly along 
the hsll towards the front door. The impera- 
tive hammering had risen in volume, until the 
stout oak shook beneath ill weight. The 
bloodhounds bayed now with a sharper note. 
A man called: "Professor— open the door," 
Systrom opened it end stood back u a 
bronsed young man of sturdy build pushed in. 
Behind him were three guards, armed, and 
pulling back on the leashes of the gaunt, mail, 
hunting dogs. 

arm on seeing Systrom alone. He said: "Man 
called Bourbon's escaped from the I'en 
Thought he might have btoken in here when 
you^ didn't *’ jj.V'"* haven't seen 


Grunlon, gramd hb am. Una was his 
fla n rto the Professor's uminous words had 
shaken him badly: "Profeasor— what heppened? 
You don’t mean to say something has happsoed 


Systrom said: "Alec, ki 


r murdered tlieraa^ then. 1 


( Heaven knows v 


Alune^xc^ iM thp wont pml ol thta 

Cuxton rcralad, dully: "Co beck." 

Hr thul llir door lo Ibe utonUied ^es of 
hit mm. Tbon b< followed SyMroia iato Lhe 
kd),, Mood •tudtig al tbe shining machine. 

At last he muttered: "Isn’t there any way of 
getting them beckf" 

Systrom shook his head: "Only if (hey 
remain In the precise mM at which they 
alighted." hegroancd. "fconid keep the beam 
located on that point and keep the revene lever 
down. I have already obtained one or two 
loose plecea of Vonuslaa mineml that way." 

"Thm II you reverse the lever tunaf" 

"1 reven^ It immediately It was loo late. 
They must have moved from the place alm^ 

Alec reQected a momeot. Then said sud- 
douly: "(hofciaor, I'm going ajUr them. Not 
•o much because Its’ my duty to get Bourbon, 


Systrom nodded; "1 was hoping ynu would 
MV that, my hoy. 1 can’t go myseif since 
only I can opeiate the beam. But you , . . 
yoa tan. J,t you find Uuia and Bourbon. 

Venus, 'o^purt. will slay bj the beam 

He handed Castnn a nueerly shaped rifle. 
Said; "It may be vny useful— it fires explosive 
bulieti, and Cod knows what forms of life you 
may ciicounfw chare . . .’’ Caxton nodded 
and gripped Ibe oid man's hand silently. Then 
took nil position upon the plate, in the cage . . , 

CHAPTER TWO 

Bnorbnn shook his bead dasediy as (he white 
flare about him Began to iade. 

His ey» lunrfioned again, and memory 
returned— Crunlon— the oacapo— hoose on the 
hUl-Vcnus-LANA , , - 
At once he realised be was holding her tightly 
still, the gun jammed hard into hw^ck. And 
then he lelt a great eicuJtatlcn as he knew the 
Pmfcisat’s gadget did work; thm wherever be 

*W’!th 'thlll^U^^t*°aM 

hla mind what the w-lenti 
reversing the ' 


lutlon: it crossed 
had said about 
to bring back anyone in Che 
n. And gukklv he stepped 
dragging the giri with him, unlll 
had moved lar enough away Irom 


ilhet, she was secretly hichned 
. bit insistence that his machine 
[ sending people and Ihin^ 

heoo rigft— nn^ that the beam 


bee. She stole a gbnci. .. wiuv 

terrified eyn. 

Bonrfaon imiled; "Ah. my dear. Beginning 
to taka nohee anin, ehf Your father was not 
quite aa mad as 1 had thought— I scarcely dared 
to hope his iviid statements wore conwet— but 
any chance was worth while to me, A pleasant 
afterthought, was it not, to bring you along?” 

He regarded her, leleaWd her, and stroked 
hla heavy jowls with his free hand. He 
chnckled; "Yes, very altracltve. Far more 
attractive than any of the women I — er— dis- 
posed of In Chicago. Bo very attractive, in 
tael, t^t I may ta tempted to spare you-who 
knows f It will depend, of course, upon yont 
behaviour whilst under my — er— prolecttail" 
^e cov^ed her face with her hands and eald 

Ho continued pleasantly; "It's wonderful here 

tel"AiL I'*- 

And if your lather (s correct no one el« on this 
entire ptnet who it like we are, Thutefore we 

SSSSP" I— 

posed again. She said; 

II was a dangerous remark to make Co 
^ourbon, and men like him. But fortunately 
not without curiosity concetnlng this new *— — ■ 
lorld. Therelore, apart front a altghl ni 


She made a sudden rush toward 

and twisted it cruelty behind her 
This time he dragged her aero 
moist, btflliantly green grass, unli 
lince was between them and the mi 
to Earth, He warned her: "fi 
attempt, ray dear, and I will be 
kill you here and new," 

She made no t^ly- 


suminndi^ more fuUy. 







la hot ud diy. No itnaiiu appouad {ram 
iich bo BilghI drinJi. only occuloni] uteaailno 
bubbling 


Iramp^ 


Tho boil intenolfiod. globnla o. 

out upon bit fBce «nd huib. made bis shi 
tunic s loahing imts. He balled and tc 
tunic and thin Itom him, then atlitod 
in Ibe STty prison trouten, tmmpcd ob' 
The coarse stnU clung about hii Isra. 
■bh porsplrallon. The light. naiMeat p. 
which were Ittaed at Gruntou, becajne 


And then, unexpectedly, he t 
dcarlng. and found a itUI, dear a 
ptotahly fed from tome tmdergrc,.^u 
He threw lilmsell thankfully Into this, lay 
‘•--Is Md drinking it. It 
)Ut it eerved to diminish 


II, cicar_p<wl of wi 

_jell tha 

rue terrible raging u.u.., wiocu oaa 
^^Int allayed, £b hungw^iim 

found wrauM^which'?^ 

altnllar to termtiiul m 



xacea of steam were fUterlne 
dace ol Venus, the Stin wS 

busy-busy with tbe poselbll- 
“ •'mao might do to her belore 
She lelt It could net be 
* ‘ happen, before 


Her mind 

Ities ol whal 

that da^ was out 

Bourbon vwiuld demand , 

ber company on the forced eapemtion, 
H-r (he previous nigbttadgouer 
^bt they seemed so ground: 
In now Venus could bold no w 
lotror tban Bourbon blinself And if ^ 
Iw shotgsD ^e would sbsd a chanco-a i 
' ■ * :hance nevertbelnas^^f fim 

landed'! 
all Ibis he 


ri^P In the dayl^bl tb^ 


d in lull 

d carefully, 
Iruiagrew, 
le taealtaled 

. , — ..-klesanea by 

his hunger, plucked one and burst tbe to i'gh 
tkin open agalnil a nearby rock. 

The troll wflhlu was soft end squaidiy. not 
unlike gra^rtuit. He^«‘' ‘■“fWy, and found 


on, de^ly. Her 
The climb down 


.od srised Ihe gan 

es rimple, and aba eEecled 




every Bower, every opeu trail looked 
y alike. In deepermtiun she look t trail 
g to the tight, praying it might be the 
one. She plodded on and on; unwHIIng 
t and give Bourtxjn the opportunity to 

hnr im Oh. h.u .u- .;nn ^ ready 

er any untold 
la po^fale. It 


•mart.. 
igged by, a 


‘'tX* nue» 

It seemed 1c 

sUU she stumbled on. making her 
deeper into tbe heart of that forcsi 
that she would uever get out of it, I 
on llittimllably, crossed ber mind. 


lak^ her degielr, nmking her 
h a feelii^ nl deep thankfulncst 


I, mounted upon same pctnliar 
to her eyes resembled ostrlcbes. 



astride (hem. and fiyins swiftly in liec 

StilJ she stood peCriEcd, tmable to 
they were close enough for her to of 
slicks with which they goeded then 
and the peculiar clothing they worn. 

She turned beck then and ™n icn i 
Suddenly she wae alraid 
were evil, low, marking then) as degenentes. 
She felt, it they were to capliue her, that 
teirible things would happen la her. 

She ran swiltly, panting, sobbing b spite ol 
her decision b lace perils bravely, the shotgun 
danglmg unueed by her side. 

TRe Venutens goaded their flying steeds down 
to around at the edge of the trees, 
toneless itSes and jabbing sticks, 
mounted, raced mto Ibe forest alter 
their mourns standing dodlely by giaaing upon 

bami«re<r'’by"'”^«*clothbg,'' tbeir*’onry 
coveting btung a Isalher breast piece and a strip 
of leather running Irom it over their thighs b 
the shspe ol sn apron. Slung b the woven 
gns^lts about their mists quamtiy 

Lana was already dred, hot and heavy, 
ieellng the greater raviutional pull ol Venus, 


ater graviutional pull ol ' 

. . . u onfy slight. Her knee 

lag against low ^rauhes and foliage 
ripping as she continued her headlong tUght 
wiboul daring to pause b diaantangle it. 

She burst bto a clearbg, sod behind the 
sounds ol pursuit grew nearer. Panting with 
fear she raced on . . , 

Her foot caught b an cpjuttlng root— she 
sprawled lull length forward upon her lace b 
the hot mobl Venusbn grass. And before slie 
could scramble up sgab and reach the ihoigun 
which had jerked from her hand, the pursuvs 

and sword! 


len^. 

swords in mo iiianoor oi esperis. oniy uini 
method ol gripping differing frnm a Terrestnsl 

As she had previously noted, their lealiura 
were ugly and ill-formed, them nostrils being 
fiat and eodbg b gapbg holes, caused by the 
process, down the genentbns, of breutliiog the 
heavier atmosphere of Venus, Iheir eyes were 
tiny and set !sr back b the slanted akull, lu 
protect them b some degrees against the con* 
linual glare ol the Sun there. Their mouths 
were wide gashes, a twny structure taking the 

£ ce of teeth. Their can were men sUls In 
sides of their heads, without the usual ran 
themselves for smpU&cation, 

Lana shuddered as they examined her. 
touched her teeth, her ears, ha white tllsh. Slid 


I amused fashion. Then. < 
by their bng swords, she was bustled fro 
forest bark to whae the dying birdt wiiii 


Like oslrichis, but with a great 
They ware controlled without reina, 
pointed alick, and there was n. 
harness upon them. She wss hoisl 
of tbrae behbd the man who h 
leader of the Veouaians, and the 
party whirled straight bto the a 


a 


Itch- terror, gasbg down faseiualediy at the whliein 
and landscape beneath her. The Venuslana then 
' selves appeared to be quite si home on the 
tamo mounu. Beyond an occiiwibl prod wtt 
their goads, they did not bother to guide Ih 
creatures, or to even hold on to them. The 
balance was perfect. 

Acro» the sandy red plab they sped, bwan: 
the distant shore. The journey wu a accon 
pUahed in a matter of minolea, and Ibe bln: 
toui?BMl[' Msml *aii« ^ ^ 


they were— jahbmed at 

toDous tongue, prodded ber body all over and 
pobted ekcilodly b her whits ekin. 


!S£5,"£ ^I'ctuslly 

the case. It was flat bottomed, and as they 


diiggiiif Ibr coracle with him, until it groonded 
upon the luiil. She wu puebed into it roughly 
end Ihea It w«» puehed out once egain The 
Venuilans neat turned to the birds, prodded 
them Into the sit, riderless. The birds shot 
slidt, wheeled with rsucoui cries, end Bew nut 
dwinalion like homi^ pigeons. 

Ihe hsh-mao plunged into the sm, swam 
iDWtrds the boat, gsthered round it. Propelling 
It beigre Ihem they moved out into the black- 
coloured liquid, pteferrlng to swim rulhrr than 

.c.,. ._l. f j .V.,, 


ea^nltcd. ! 


“hw.‘^Siide*hl 


, ;o heartbroken sobbing. 

sftet bet— but the was on her way into captivity, 
to lace awlul danger, even ittik, as iar as sfie 


id their ca 




to the lo 


giri'., 


'‘^^^"tfthr 


Bourbon, tbe n 


the bole, bis linm^made into claws la Urtn^ 
tk, ynnifitclmg ma„l 


Is they had brou on a hunting expedi 


, Rtpossj^le. 

And then, as she gasad back towards tbe 


^Alec Carton,^ tranip^ onward through the 

heard the tar-oif gradng voicos. Per.isps they 
indicated the presence ol Bcurtxm and Laivt, 
he though! . . . perhaps . . . ai l-o«r ii 
a try, better than wanderine 
He quickened his pace. ' 
dIscBTdM all his clothing exc 


(juickeried his pace. He had lot^ sino 
pJeuant walkl^ to tb 


The ahouting had stopped by the time he 
bunt ont into a small glade, and there was 
notbine to indicate which dicection those ras- 
ponslbK for it bad taken— he lialted beside a 
large tree and considered, dad m ikt! 
moment a brutal pmr of kaois graspti ku 
throat /rom beAmd in a cnul slrangUkoid . , . I 

CHAPTER FOUR 

Alec struggled fiercely sgatnst the grip about 
his neck, but Oourbon'a insanily lent him the 
strength to hold the athletic young Governor. 
The explosive gun had fallen to the ground and 
lay unheeded for the moment, whilst Bourbon 
exerted his tremetKkius uemore on the other 
h satisfaction, the 


ouehed hack behind tbe trees whkb 
n Irom the view ol the Venusians 
'le watched with 



that they 

le of their number abouf 
with Ihem, and 
't notice it was 

u aboni 

to taKB tne nix ana move into tne open, when 
hurried movements approsching tbe clearing 
came lo hh ears. He temairied where he was. 


Bourbon tluoagh on the heart Hi... 

The maniac screamed shnlly; and then rolled 
c^ lifeless. It bad been a neat, practised 

Tbe bronzed Venusian gated down nnoa 
Csxton who was writhing and garolng for air, 
sacking in gulps which seared hit tortured 
throat. He did thesword behind his belt again 
and squatted down to wait for the Terrestrtan 

^xtoo regained his facilities slowly; he had 
been very elm to death, and it was some time 
before the cloudy grey mists which bad risen 





of Ui 




■U globea. 


ThTv^iTS’w. 

«itl. whol« tnd unhBrmni. Ho 
hor »fth tracofl flown. Thm 
fliy ofoog tJic sand, skotchlog 
He did forty of these. ThM 
d the girl, naked this Itoe, 
rt of the drawing, pointed to 




ing pointing tt 

mini cleerer s* 
^•.Wr^xtai 


k 1 his face in a ferodoas grlraacv, • 
he stick sheiply througli the neck of f 
Then be nibbed the figure out i«-l 
»n foot end fumed to face Csxtoo. 




He .enl to the els 

the gul, sTuIed 

the glow, then looked into the sky where the 
glow nt too Sun smote the vepoun Csxton 
teehied the globes reprewnted the Sun— lh»t 
wouhl m«n cuh globe m«nt one dey-forty 
^^e Venusian wet 


a tiny bed of leaves 

•baighlened as they entered, smiled. On toe 
leevto Uy a tiny, browii.tklmwd baby. 

Tl.. j ., fj, jji uptot,^ 


Forty 
>e girl. 


Hid. clnrly: 
rd, pointing to 
n he point^ 


trees and Caxton walked b^ 
reddish sands. As they t^i 
^Iresdy faking his first lesson i 

He pointed to hlniMlf ini 
■‘All-ekk-'- 

Tile Vraudan repeated the w 
t’aalon Caxton nodded. Then h- 
to the bronted man. The Venusian i 
the M™'a««*hi{n”^''^ 

By the time they had rMChed ihe forest Alee 
had lotrntd Ihe words for land. aai, Sun, mist 

i;;7ihriir,r!S.r»h«^ 

walked Ihrough the forest, and Alec noted that 
(laygel catefnily avoided the grey VEmi^ 
plants, obviously well awira of the menace toey 
tonaHtuted. ' 

The time slipped away, and at length they 
reached a cl«ring In the fnresl. A number of 
huts conehtKled of Inugh sinewy wood had 
been erected here, and many more men similar 
ui apjHoraace to Gaygel were walking about, 
enoug*?, pIcaHntly 


Uke toe menfolk, 1 

aod pleasant, her ski. . ...u.c. u.=u ui.i 

of Gaygel. Her arms were not » long. 

Gaygel Hid. gravely; "Maoya . . , 

Alec aho^ bands, this proceeding causing 
the woman to look quite pnziled. He Hid 
toGaywl; "YcTurwif^" 

"Wller" repeated Gaygal, "Wife?" 

,1.^“ Pointed to the infujit: "ftihv— yours?'’ 

*'■ ' - ■ ^further quesllon: 

pt people would 


i^ the ttowl piled high with frnita and nu^ 
*)ec^ TTicse^ahe^befoteAlecandGaygd, 

tod_ touched l^*^iBnce ”*had ^ Grenton 
Peuitentiaty, he knew not how long ago. Tile 

oi4tot. The"meil'^^to'?lJ^™2cMd^ 
^.Mec^^wse and walked away from Gaygel. 


hat. talking the ni****' r ui—5?- 

■■c'J*’' *“ hfa own tongue, 

firat yon entered the forest, you were 
uratched by our tribe. We feared you might 

We spend much of 
lore It was an easy 
to be watched wlto 

"I was detaDed 

Bouibon, the one I killed. I was in the tree 
above, aod raw him remain in hiding whilst 
yon came into the gfadc. When he wept up 


fare in the Si 
1 the trwa, thtoo- 
tbe three of you 
ware nf the fact. 


btfaind you. on impul&r, 1 dioppod down and 
alnick him wilh my award, foelmg that anyona 
who coaid hill witboat warning aa ho did, 
dotorved hiaiMlf to bo killed without warning. 

'The girl, whom you tell me it yoor mate, 
waa taken by the Krans. They live far out on 

has ever retumod alive from their city. Period* 
ically they make a journey to the mainland, 
aedcing vtctima for their gamaa. They come 
on their winged birda, and trap any unwary 
hunter, and cany him back to their island, 
wluch ia partly submerged. This dmo they 
have trapped someone not of our kind. 

"The games take place in eighteen Suna from 
■■ ly Sima ihi - - 


"Of wl 
Alec. 

"Of a nature so horrible I dislike to talk 
about it," said Gaygel, frankly. "Of course, 
the Krans are mad. They are not like us. 
They are orawn of the seas, Icnowing a diffeient 
way of life, without love or Itryally in their 
hearts. The games are their only form of 
amusemenl, if you could call il that, Eveiy 
dxty Suns they stage a vast ^ectacle. In which 
a living victim is given to their Cod." 

"Their God?" 

' 'Their God reudes on their island, in a central 
pool. He is the God ot the Sea. all powi^ul, 
Hiabo.'.; • •; 




y is large and lumpy, ai 
sties. His neck is long 


victim from another tribe is tbi 
God. He rends his sacrifice to 
teeth. A horrible death." 


n reptile, like we had on Earth 
*e this Earth you speak of 


nothing SI 
How old he ia i 


:: "Gaygrl, I h 


I lacriScing t. 


(jayg^iaid; "You could never reach it. 1 
know the way by the Sun, baviog heard of 
the island many times from varioiis sources. 
But you would be lost. Berides, we have no 
boats of our own. The Krsiw make theirs of 
bone of sea creatures ... we cannot capture 
such cnatiires, for they live too far out for us." 

"We don't need sea creatures," Alec told 
him. ''Weean make a boat of wood." 
"Wood?" stuttered Gaygel. 


"Will you help me? Then we ahtll lae?" 
Gaygel reflected, then replied; "If you ran 
make a boat which will sail Irotn these tien, 
I will not only help you, I will cone with yoiil ' 
"But your woman aW child? I cannot isk 
you to take the risk for my sake, Gaygel." 

"I had a aiiter," explained Gaygel, daikly, 
hia fiats clenching. ''She was taken by the 
Krana ona day. The Sea God got her. Ho 


until she finds 


id powerful, with sharp, savage 
I time of the games the Krana 
I, watched by hundreds of 


determined to go anyway, a^ If 

Gaygel said simply: "1 had a sis 

ate ray friend. It 1 do r— 

wUI go to live in tlie chief' 
another mate. 11 I do 

w«''M^rient reason for hk simple stan* 
daxda. He hated the Krana, and was ihervlora 
prepared to die woiking against them. He 
took Alec'a hand firmly, and smiled ai he shook 
it in the way Alec bao Uught turn. 

Sum came and wwt, and the two frlemls, 

village, worked ceaselessly in the fringes of llie 
forst, lelling trees with their rough swords, 
aaaigbtening them as well aa pouible with the 

Gradually the boat taok’^tiiape—it was all 


'■iSi; , 

the^ village ti 

they had pul into it, a 
bacT had. And now . 

Giyg 
large m 


meheyca 


; "W* hi 


le foroat. They ate growing 
■e rarely seen, but ollen they 
charge a village and wreck it, aa one mual have 
trampled upon our boat. Thn are verv terrify- 
ing. and our weapooe are of so avail against 
them." 

Within half an hour they had salvaged what 
they could of the old craft, and were haslily 
starting anew. Time was short, but Gaygel 
asserted the task could he completed within 
four Suna. He oblalned more helpers from the 
village, and the boat grew by visible bounds. 

UntU at last, on the thirty fifth day after 


The boat was not very seannrthy, but Caxton 
would have taken any risks to rescue Lana 
The tribesmen surveyM It proudly aa it rested 




nn the placU »ur(«c« of the d»tk iratet*. They 
w MtentUlly Uie sod forest dweUere, »rd 
(he mere Idea of embarking on to lbs surface of 
[he ocwn In such a wooden shell, would 
have ilruck them with horror. But tboy were 
plsa^. like children, with Ihetr accotnpliih- 
menl. snd lebbered wilh deKght as Caxton 
ckmbeted aboard end steered the boat in a 
smsll drrie with the aid of the rough poles tbev 
had constructed, ’ 

^Thm »nd 

espreealan upon the Venusian's lace, f« tK 
nearer Ihe time of embarkation approached, the 
Jeaa sure of himself did the tribesman become, 
luld vlsosllte both he and Canton 
I witety graves, for the idea that 
me nan shell could cany them safely to the 
jsjand ol the Krans was, to him, iotastic. 
Therelcre tho foot ho placed to the beat was 
very tentative, and as tbe boat sank deeper 
oader his weight, be ^nang hastily uhore again 
wilh a yell. 

Regaining courage he tried once mow; this 
time he stewed his nerves and stayed put until 
the boat stopped bobbing; finding that it 
remtined sBosI, he looked pleased, end gaied 
tovnrds his fellows on ths bank with a superior 
sir. They jabbered excitedly. 

Caxton showed him the minipolBtioB of the 
poles, and drove ths boat out a little. The 
Hidden movenieiit caused Gsygel to sit down 
rtther sbruptly on the hard woodwork. The 
Venusiane on the shore made sounds which wore 
the equlvaleat of Earlhlan laughter. 

Flushing. Gaygel toee to his feet, took one of 
the poles from Caxton, and made a mighty 
f® Mcover bb lost prestige. 
Tbe boat shot, the pole stuck, and Gaygel 
hung suspended betwixt Heaven and Venus l&o 
an alarmed ^der, hanging on for dear life. 

Ihi hSt dow^drtirfhrth” 

to the pressure of Giygel’s body on the pol" 
snd Gsygel was faced with the altemaHve of 
either lumping out of the boat and trusting to 
the pole in hdd him, or releasing the pole and 
^Ing ^ chances of scnnibl^ back into the 
t loud and watery spkih. 

Grinning, Ccxtnn helped him to clamber 
aboard again, and watched him spluttering and 
laying. 

Tbs forest dwellers could not swim Oietn- 
selv», had nwor tried. They had hitherto 
cooHdered webbed hands and feet Indispensable 

been conlent to leave It to tbe Krati. Their 
fishiug wu dona from tree bninr.bes, in tbe 
s^nM and which tan steaming through 
tbe furesl, Tbe sea failed to interest them in 
any way. They had ail Ihey needed here, and 




ison for venturing away Ir 
iry. 

light, could see that Gaygel i 


Gaygel, there Is nc 

J-. me, if you would preiex to 

stay here wilh your people. It seems to me the 
enanesa of rescuing Lana, and retumina safelv 

are infinitesimal. Therefore 1 have no right to 
aak you to acettmpany me, ' ' 

..Pf}'®'! surprised snd hurt; "But. 

AHekli, t thought that was all atiangedf It 
™ agreed that I came with you. Becauae I 
do not yet trust the boat makes no difference to 

vSi "** 

He was quite determined, and Alee accepted 
his detennltiBtion and made no further altempta 
to duMde him. He spent that nlglit lee^ 

They made an early start the following dav. 
Cay«l understood Ihe island to be fully three 
Suds journey away, aod this meant loacUng the 
boat with water aod provisions for at least 
six days. If they did rescue Una, that would 
suffice, eked out, for their rations on the return 

At last ihcy embarked, watched by the entire 
yillase. Gaygel bore no weapon other than 
his long sword, snd Alec eanied the r“- 
Whilst the craft was in sight of shore r 
put a bold lace on things, standing in lh= .«.u 
and waving, snd handUng the Snes as Alec 
Ud taught him. But once the villagoi wtue 
le bout and began 




the water diraned sufficiently for the poles 
to be laid aside and the oers used. Alec bw 
to with a will— the oarsmanship most naturally 
fall on to since Gaygel hadn't tbe fainteet 
noton of how to use them, and to teach him 


heartily wished there had be 
— but there was imne suffic 
sail. Gaygel explained II 


tf^r^ted, Iheo rowed on again. Aboi 
Ihem was the black waste of water, seemit; 
endless. Since leaving the shore they had set 
no Bgn of land, but CTayge! watched the aacei 
of the Sun carefully, ai^ continoed to steer tl 
craft wilh an unerriog hand. 



by, wh(lit >t» hid been confined is thi> place. 
• ' er ceplufe, the boil idle iud been in 

- ' • el pace, propelled by the 

rt end nighti. Then e 




■hnrrline tied come t' 
led behind, end thi 
further night. 

The land of the fii 
half Viity through Ih 
able to dlstlnnkh vei 

through the ifreete: t; 

end thell and exguleitely conai 
•tirprielng to find the ugly degeneratea were 
clever and arlietic oichitccU. 

She had been carried for a period which ahe 
Judged to be two houn, and had it length been 
taken Into one of the buildingi, ftis raa 
larger than the otben. and iotricatdy worked 
outride and In. In dny. varf-coloured sea sheila. 
Hrrc she had b«n scrutinued by a man who 

"SrlKS&lHrS" 

Tetniile of the Sea Cod, the man the High 
Pneat of the strange religion. 

She had been mlien upstairs, along a passage, 
and led Into a large anS spociou, rSom tnina 
srindows. Air and light waa admitted through 
mlniile crevtcea In the walls. 

Then, after supplying her with a dish of food 
whleh seemed to be composed of taw fish 
mashed with fruit, her raptors left her. The 
sholguD had been left with her, the fish-men 
being line wan? that it waa a weapon, and taking 
it for some put 111 her personal equipment. 

The day dawned. anS through the iargrat 
of the cracks she gaaed down upon the city of 
Ihe Krana. fn the aunglow the buildinga of 
ihell fastened together by some kind of cemeot 
gloomed with a hundred diHerent shades. 
SpHy-fwted men hurried about the streets, and 

moved about from house to'house and place to 
place. Here the meo too ware nude, their 
btooil pteem obviously only being donned when 
hunting or bound on warfare. 


iudglng* by 'ifm to wl 

its iai4 into «, which was at 


which the 


for atnaller sea creatures, and galherini 
from the trees whkh grew on higher a 
•Brttlybewind the city ' 

lama tried to puccle nut why she hic 
brought there, why rite was being belt 
but the answer eluded her. Each 


a brought to h' 




large fruit 

served to eatlsfy thirst, and was obviously 
Intended for that purpose. ’ 

Her drese had long since given up the 


than pantim and btorriere for i 


was DO drapeiy of any description in 
i, from which she might have made 


n tiny sheila, similar to tile sheila of 


this stiange, for a people who were advanced 
enough to forge tough swords of steel. The 
explanation which struck her later was that 
there was a riiMiage of wood in ihie place, and 
that the trees which did grow were cirefnllv 
cullivated lor tlieir fruits, being precious to 
the fish people. 

So the time passed slowly, and always she 
thought of Alec and wondered where he was 

himisZi** ^'wft** 

She felt sure he would make on effort to find 


ing from a high stone bank be; 

She endeavoured to oacmiain — 
place ffom the crevices, but the bank 


mighty ro 
id the city 


ci^ itself was quiet aS’«i!h°a^nmrof*thc 
fish people were visible in the streets 

c.rei'd'or^detldT«"^fo4‘'l^‘a';"^S- 

mg the OTIII. The door— which locked by 
some device the outride— was opened, and 

two of the fish-meo entered accompanied by the 
one in autliority. 

Mumbling to each other In their tonelaa 
““fjtap. Ihey crossed to her, tied h« hands, 
and led her out and down into the temple. Here 

the High Priest muttered something before a 
pool of water at the far end of the temple, then 
•he^ra dragged outride. 

eta shells tlueaded on to gr^ strings. These 
were draped about her neck, and ahe was led 
on towards tbs high bonk. 

The entire city was assembled, thousands of 
them, before a great lake, of which the Sal 
•tooe was a bank. On the edge of the flat 
stone twenty of Ihe fish-men, dressed in Ihedr 
breast pieces, were assembled. They stood in 
two lines of ten, facmg each other. 

The girl was led llirough the crowd by Ihe 
pnesi, and a sudden hush descended upon the 

mulHiude. The priest jabbered offaomewrda 
the fish-men roared, and then the two lines of 
to juried lighting savagely upon the edge of 

They foughi with their longsworda, throating, 
cutting, hacking, without any kncwtedgenl 
swordplay. Their object appeared to^ to 


batter ourli ether dowa u rapidly u poailble, 
or be themcelves battered down. 

Laaa elckeDed aa the blood qiurted Iroia gap- 
ing wounds, and tamed away. But her mt 
were dr^ed back again— there was a horrible 
fascination about the way they fought, silently, 
wTthout cries, even when they were mortally 

At last ten of them lay dead and dying in the 
bloody space, and the victora tailed their swords 
toward the lake and ahonted in choms. 

The priest produced a booe horn from a 
leathesy pouch, blew upon it, produdxig a high 


CHAPTER SIX 

The creature wae a terrif|dng. pnhlatoric 

'^OnS”the*”«k'an^h^*ww visible, but 
those were sufhcJeut. The neck sheered from 
the water to an appalling height, and along the 
hack tan a row of bony sputa, tetminatiM in a 
horn on top of the bead itself. The head was 
small in proportion to the nick, and waa shaped 
simiktly to the head of a snake. The eyes were 
tiny and sunk in ewollen flesh, and Che nostrils 
csvereoui sud gaping. The skin was wrinkled 
tiideouily, hanging in loose grey folds round 
the gsping, slavering )a»s, with (he sharp langs, 
A ^culous^^ Jug^pitrhed_ hisaing^ i 


thru the bead darted forward at a lightning- 
like speed, one of the wounded Ash men was 
seized in cruel teeth end borne aloft. Head, 
victim and all disappeared beneath the surlaca. 
and there was a confused flurry of water. 

An ominous red stain spread above the spot, 
and a tom and mulibled portion of flesh floated 
to the top. 

The crowd wailed again, and Lana tried 
desperately not to be sick. 

Minutes pisaed; and the sea serpent reap- 
peared. the wounded men who lay at la 


watrhing their comrades 
being dragged to death with unemotional eyet. 
One by one the serpent reared towards them, 

to flniah its bloody work there. At last there 
remained nothing but the blood-stained bank 
end lake to show where ten men had perished 
fti|Atfully. 

The High Priest intoned some words, and 
turned to^na. The sea serpent, apparently 


> waier, gazing ovillj 
tnying from ^ to sli 




Stan nightmare and ita loui, blood-amaarri 

B priest motioned to the men who bad 
;ht her, and she felt rope being thrown 
ighietied. A tug and she 


fell helplesaly to the &nk. 

The serpent sent out a r. .. ^ ^ 

L^*sh*d(lerri*'''* *** 

The prisR bepn 


iting tongue, 
'-y mouth 

again, atandloi^ 

The se^nt swooped beneath the lurtacu 

The two guards picked Lana up by bn feet 
and shoulders, hurried her to the edge of Uie 
lake, laid her down upon the long, red-hued 
sacriflcial platfonn. 

She lay taut and tense, her mind a numbed 
mass, her eyes riveted to the spot from whkii 
the serpent was due to sppear , . . 

The chanting erased; the priest brought out 
the horn again, blew a abarp note . , . 

The waten swirled, and the serpent reared it* 
head high into the air, and swooped towards 


Alec Caxton sliired himcelf, ticked dry Ups 
with hii^ng^ and pulled himself to the gun 

The etunu bad passed, but do sign oi knd 
bad they eucounCared. For houn they bad 
paddled with the seats, but at last fatigue, thiial 
and hunger, bad taken their toll, GaygeJ had 
been the first to coUapte— now he lay In the 
bottom of the boat, semi-conacious. Alec had 
not been long after him, and he too had loin 


The & 


ter. Gaj 


aygel h 
ifriiikab 




vapour rtsiitf from the water, 
un weot down, bringing raliei 
d tnvelleis. Alec found the 



Crttpuij over juttaig tock», und ihreugh 
Uirfe-ioot deep pcol* ol wetei, they crowed 
»uithef_lnfo (he l»l»nd, The wetar Mnieted. 


even uwr iney Den covered e good hundred 
Wde, and Alec bepe to tea that the eitUre 
might be wetcrloned In tbb w.y. 

At length they located a rock of reaMiitble 
proporllone, v"-'-' 


and remained there ihivoing. 

Th^ were waiet deep in the eoane 


:h{ng ui 


If tl 


>ail|' at their 


more to now that tSw were actu^v i 
deatinatioii and kuw they ware ' 
eurrounded by thouiande of Bn^_„«, 
Fortnnataly thdr itupor la the boat had 
helped to reetore their tired bodict, and now 
thay had eaten and ouenched their thlreta they 
wero able to face the houra ahwd unCl daylight 
Mth more equaalmity. Tha night dragged 


The dawn came, hading them hollow-eyed 
and weary, but ready {or a (nih start. Alec 
had unwnroed the rifle from tha wateiprooi 
icavea, and was bsepecting It. 

"Eleven cartridges." he told Uaygel, "1 
moat make evny one of those tell before we’ve 
finished. What do we newi" 

Cayral was pointing lowurda a collection of 
ahj^i buildinga near at hand: "That b a 
vjllage, he said. "II you attain your eyea 
you wiU be able to see the Krine pouring nut 

Alee nodded. 

g*™*." Gaygel Informed 
turn. We muet foiluw them somehow." 

Thw crept from conraellnent and atarted to 
allnk along, taking advantage ol the shielding 
rocki and pooli to the full. But such a method 


Gaypfiald: '"^hey are getting out ol light— 
we must take e chance and follow more rapidly 
or we ahall loae them." ' ' 

They row to their feel and hurried alter the 
p^y. Aa they progresaed, they forgot uutlon 
altogether, and kept their eyea fixed upon the 
dbtant Knns. anxioue to keep them In light. 
It waa their undoing: for a grove of 
treaa on a rbe, a ton suddenly appeared 
torbhlug hb iwotd and jabbering wildly. 
Alw raised his rifle, but Gaygel amlled grimly 
and shook hb head, 

t'“"dle Ihb dog," ho murtnurad. 
^rd to waste your bulleti." 

hb aword about 'hb“toal‘”“oaJpUt'^^ 
coolly to meet him, whipping hb own weapon 
from lb reating place. The Kren alitliered to 
a hall some three yards from him and growled: 


rale," retorted Gaygel. "One 


Th« cnan iccmlod: "She ie for the fucrihce." 
he inerted, "You ere mad to come here. You 
wiUbekilled. IwiUkiUTOU." 

"You may Uy," itateJ Gaygel calmly. 

The Knn argued no further, but rushed In, 
swinging his award unscfentl&cally. Gaygel 
bailed a step and parried his reckleea blows, 

with the unwieldy weapon, and watched admi^ 
ingly as the aword circled and swung, stopping 
the wild blows ot the Krsn. 

Ga)^l, feeling that this bad gone on long 
enough, stepped back three paces quickly. The 
Kraii rushed forward, under the impranion his 
enemy w«a retreating — and Gaygel slopped 
Iwillly aside and drove blade tbrosgh the 

The Kran, struck through the heart, dropped 
inatantly, and Gaygel wiped bis blade on the 
man's thighs and »id hie sword back into his 


Alec aid: "Weca 


.... , re of the Kmns as they 

continued, and time was passing so quick^ 'hat 
Alec was beginning to get afraid— afraid they 
would, even nowTbe too latel 
Gaygel also wu looking miserable as ha 
noticed hia friend's dowt£eartedneia. And 
finally he aid: "It is of no use walking on 
hllDdly. We mutt find a vUlage, enter it, and 
qnalion one ot thoee too old to attend the 
ames, at the sword point. Do you agree?" 

Alec agreed roadQy, and they — ■■ *'■*" 
they beheld the shimmering, 
pattern of a village in the distance. They 
cised care In approaching, but it was anen 
deacted. Praumably the Krans were conv 
they bad nothing to far in 

and aU the able bodied bi- „ 

to see the strange white girl acrificed, and Co 
worship St the altar of their God. 

Gaygel and Alec trod down the street silently, 
preparad to face any who might remain. The 

loudly 


aued against her wrinkled Oab. 

Gayger had no re^t fi» the aged and infirm. 
Datk on Vanus luwed at every comet, and the 
average life span web incredibly short. From 
ivbal Gaygel (lad Cold him, Alec had computed 


it to be at most forty-five years, Anyiae 
passing that sge had lived longer than ibay 
were entitled to in Gaygel'B upinicn. Uatiinty 
was reached early, and old age crept on quickly. 
Gaygel presented the point of his twortl In 

you toroply to Dncqueations- tS^nhearua!" 

The old woman whined: "Eeee." She was 
too old to be surprised, or afraid. 

Gaygel continued: "How can we reach tiie 
place at which the games take place?" 

She considered deeply. She said: "The altar 


"Then how may we re»ch the altar?" 

She shook with cackling, ancient laughter, 

"Answer, old woman, or I kiUI" snapped 

should I answer?" she whined, "1 
am not afraid to die. l^y ^ you want to 
know where the games take placoi"’ 

I wi]i*?Ul** *** busineea. Aniwat or 
^^^Kill, then. 1 have not much longer now to 

Gaygel raised his sword savagely, drew it 
back. But Caxton Uid a detaining liand upon 
hia aim. 

"Do not klU her, Gaygel." 

"But why not? She refuses to answerl" 

"That may be— but upon Earth we do not 
lull old women." 

Gaygel looked nonplused, nid: "She li our 
enemy. They are all our enemies. Ooubtlm 
this very crone has begat aome of (hoaa den 

closely during this dialogue, and now aba said: 
"Yon are not of *ij kind. What do you here?" 

afar," itatedCaxion, "sacking 

,V», from w. a glrl, 5 


”'^old ci 


stronghold, although I do o, 


akao from 
le nodded: "Yoo i 


yon, 1 will ir 


mil 


w if you think 

you can prevaO apinst my counlryoen." 
Caxton bent eagerly townrda her. 

"Help me to the door," she whiflled. 

Gaygd on one aide, Caxton the other, they 
got her as far as the door. Here she poinleS 
along the road with a bony fit 
"ftkttia=-u‘- 


' 'ft b stiai^t on— you must not turn or i 
Continue from here (a a stra^ht lino, and 
will find the lake and the iltar." 

Then she took a fit of coughing, and 






1 they could 
lot lying?" 
Apparently she 


wiy »tid b not ivene to ipwdiog o« oodi.” 

ilong the brown rock, qiluhiiu in end out o1 
aodcrlyhig bed* of witer heedfessly. 

Suddenly G«yBel United, bb leonitive ran 


roiring tod •houHng i 

Hidden illence. A ehriU note 
off bom — uid foilowlng it, the HTeam of e 
wt^n^^t^df^rar— the Kteara of LANA! 

M* ib^ned tt Md^^B^^cer They 
Kunded sgeiu, cIok et band. And then they 
bum out nrar i dreteb of wsler, and uteied 
ecfoai. Over the other dde, o- • **"• " 

of itoiM, e Mini-naked, 


front rank* of the epecuton, three men fefi. 
b^y Inlurcd. Blood flowed and He*h flew— 
Systrom'* explouve rifle waa Indeed an awe 
inciting WKpon, and at Ihii final blow It 
loapircd awe in the fish-men. Where the sudden 
death was coming from they did not know; to 
them it layoured of the supernatural; and the 
mnt tank* suddenly broke and tried to push 
thOT way back, screeching with dread. 

Thou at the rear bad not seen what was 
l“P^^g properly; the^wre attempting to 


^?be strufghne maaa broke and ran. Every 
male and femaje there ftreamed away In full 
Bight, Iraving only the dud and dying and 
wounded behind them. They slreamed down 
towards the Yillage, raced lot their hoincs. 


CHAPTER SEVEN 


}f being 


selaed in thou cruel, gaping jaws and 1..., 
plie» under waler^ Qie ahaip teeth, Lana 

For no apparant reason, the ungainly neck 
of the monster waa ioerri off at the water 
line — It was as if the base of the neck had burst 
with a Utile puff of smoke, and the lan^ above 
water spleshed limply to the snrface, writhing 
terribly, and eank! 

There was a mighty threshing benrath the 
surface, as th* serpent a body entered its death 
throos. A long, supenhtlous howl of fear rose 
from the nativea. 

Ai long as they could temembet their Sea 
God bad ruled the land from that pool. It was 
their raligioo, and had become as holy to them as 
the Church and Bible to Earthmen, And 
now . . their lelu God was deetioyed at one 

sweep, silently and gruesomely, and they were 
lelt staring at the spreading iQiins on the water 
and the tiny waves which nppled there from the 
conUtftinns of the Sea Goa's final stiugglra. 


ineaplieable, seeining II 

^ th^ stood, snd the 

who was foretnoat, came a audden 


le Kieh Prie 
shri£, whk 


Her heart Iraped to um uicoai as one raw me 
two figures racing round the lake — and reroa- 
ilised one of them lot Aleel ’’ 

Within seconds they had reached her side 
and ignui™ the groans of the injured, knelt 
“d^he^er btmds. _Lana gasped; 

“Save it, kid," he told her. “First w« have 
to get out of this, then we can find ttms to talk." 

He turned to Gaygol quasOoningly, 

^ 'The cl^ Is quiet,'' laid Ga^gei, "But 

tain. Om best plan would be to catch thru 
of their flying birds, and escape on them." 

“But could they take ua beck to the 


A pnfl of imoke suddenly appeared 


(iMueu luu II. s nave never bandied one 
nytolf, but I have watched the Krans riding 
hem. It is all done by the stick. A jab^ 
he right Induces a left turn, snd vice versa, 
k jab h the oedt makea them rise, one in the 
side brings them down. They are very tame, 
and in no way vicious. The Kmna have bred 
them themaelvei and long use has accustumed 
them to being beasts of burden. They fly long 
dishes without food or water, and will accotn- 
pU* the *hich 'took us days, it a 

Alec glanced doubtfully at Lana: 'Think you 
conid hold one?" 

' I think so, Alec. 1 have already been UD 
on on*." ^ 

"Right, Gaygel. We'll do as you sav. But 
where will wo and them?" ' 

Gaygel pointed to the left; "A* wc were 
coming 1 heard them squalling from that direc- 
tion. Possibly there is a pen of them." 


irom-the city, but how long lh»l happy sate 
of afhiri would last could not be deietrained, 
At any second Uie Ktaoa might come poiu^og 
out alter them, having conquered their fean and 
seen their sacrUica escaping wifli two strange 

Gaygel said: "I hear them— this way." 

They cut round behind an isolated biuldina 
which might have been a storehoiue, and behind 
this they came upon a large piece of open ground 
where doaeos oi the mighty birds strutted and 

Gaygel wallted swiftly into the middle of 
them, seised one by its neck feathers and led 
it out to Alec. Two mote were secured in the 


which they had^ked up, the ti 
steeds, jahh^ at them wii u 


or life as they 

They sped over the city of the Kraus, 
acroas the lowland until, in the distance, 
shoteline came into view. The island 
almost deserted, most of the Krans having 


idventurers 
th^ flj’ing 


of their fetlows bound oi 


at they cnnsidercd was a party 
— on some expedition. 

IS tricky, the birds being 
neo to mve ano swoop for no particular 
on, and sometimes to glide with outspread 


believe that they had had tb 
pull Ih^^rl out of the fire v 

'ouki hardly think nothing m 
The 


10 easily. 1 
wastohapp 


tygel glanimd round and shouted; 

Alec foUowed his gaae; Ur behind them, but 
rapidly growing larger every second, were a 
number A speckiin the sky, Alec said: "Helll 
They're after us, Now what?" 

For enawer Gaygef turned again and tabbed 
his steed ha^ in the ne^; the bird set up a 
squawking noise and increased its pace. Alec 
and Lana followed the example, and goaded 


Bui the specks behind grew i 

' rgh to 

thirteen ... 

to overtake the fi^uvei 
Gaygel panted: "We have — ■' 

.K 

lem- 

the Gunbaya 
Swampland, There is plenty of vegetation 
there, and many spots suitable for hidlD|. It 
it our only cnance— otherwise wo will be 

They changed directmn and struck oB on the 

hundred yards to their rear, changed alio. The 
coast loomed up, and sand whissM Lmdomm^ 
them. Gaygel called: "Bring yoor birds low 
□r touching down when I give the order. 
' ~ 1 jab to the ude brings them down." 
left the send behind, and were 
s a vast Bteeming manhland, dotted 
^ and tangled vegetation. 


beneath them every 
the Ifont they could 
moving cumbcrsomely. 
They bad approached a 


grey things 
patch of mist which 


le birds scorched down as if they would 


:. then their 


rise steeply again. 

The three bung on to handfuls of neck 
leethers, only occasionally releasing their holds 
to jab with tEe sticks and keep the birds heading 
to the right direction. 

.Altec a while they became used to their living 
'planss, and could manage to maintain balance 
without using both hands. They weceont over 
the sea oow, and Gaygel said: 

"PrnirlHaH u,a #tnnA ana Infa am, arcane sn,t 


. - thw lot 

ground gently. The three slid f: 
fwcks and Gayge' 


buds up 

and the Krans will see them and think we havt 
turned round in deeperation." 

The Buttering of tlie wings of the tods which 
the Krans rode could be heeiti above. L'oawirs 
that their quarry had touched down, they swept 
00 past the patch of mist. Gaygel said: "Now, 
send the birda up, nderless. ffy the time the 
Krans spot them they will be loo far sway lor 
them to make out whether they have ridcn or 

The other two obeyed, jabbing their mounts 
in the neck, and watching them soar Into the 
misty tity. The flutteriog of their great wlo« 
died away, and aJI was silent but for the bub- 
bling and hiiaing of the springs and geysen 


Gaygel regntluUy. "It is possibly the worst 
portion ol Venus that I know. Hers there are 
many wild, camivorous animals, of massive 
Yet it k better that we shouJd 
ptured by the Krans. 


^nu°”uic> 


1 


in 1 he tnia "Ihqr 

ran ukl/ truke our way back In niy people." 
Following him they walked on. and Alec 

to MUeeM her ami,*”shc clung to him, and he 
hietHy explained how be had followed her and 

"But Alec, buw are we ti 
eaid worriedly. 

"Your father haa promiaed to hold the 



I he green anna unwound from the girl and 
aha Jumped to safety. The arrra flailed wildly 
at Gaygel, who stood just out of Uielr reach. 
Two cavernous hollows In the lop ol the trunk 
stared In his directinn, and the thing tried to 
tfrn away as he dros’e anew with his sword. 

Tntre was a further screech, shrill and terrify- 
ing. The plant apewed green sap Irom the 
wounds, the erma withered and drooped, and 
the ffunk crashed Itmpty groundwards, 

ledyooabout theGola Tree. , 


id it into his 


ho eoald do it. She lot it „ 

They were Ihreadlng tbelr way tbrougb sti 

ing tricti of marshy land which came a 

their knees, plodding doggedly along is the 
wake of Gaygel. Cluinpt of giant fnngui 
ipmuted up from all ddea, white mckly plants 
leaned towirda them as they went, aesmlng 
gifted with an evU Intemgence, which told them 
there were Intrudera about. Recalling the grey 
forest plant with the vampiilc traits. Alec 
care to steer both himaalf and Lana clear of these 
botanica] nigblinEret. 

Then, what had teemed a dead, withered 
nuiM lying on the ground, auddenlvshot upright 
to a height of ten feet, sod reachiag out with 
moiat green arms grasped Lena flimly about 
the waist and drew her In. She screamed, and 
Alec coned as die was wrenched from his glam, 
He threw his rifle up .. . 

"Keep your bDllete," said Gaygel uuickly, 
"Thit matter ia very easfly handled, and we 
may need every rar^ge^you have left a little 

He drew hia sword and stepped forward, 
drove it into the trunk of the green plant about 
haU-wiyup. And the plant ^REAUEDI 


They 

...... .ecu uuwiv.,.'"ThCT^ 

a weak form of life, and even without the sword 
it la comparatively easy to strangle theeu." 

"They digest ibe captivea, like the grey pUnla 
of the toreal?" shuddered AJec. 

"No. no. They eat, as you and I,” 

"And they have intelligencef” 

"Very little. They lie like a maae of drad 
vegetation until their victim la unwary enough 

do have^lh* 'f'"'” 

^ they are compelled to move 
. it, hading freeh gro^ to bed Into 
f cover, pethapa, a yard 

:’s the strangest form of life t've 


bi-aexual," Gaygel told hhn. 

y ^y eggs, spawn, like maaiea 
lot the swamp. Dohbtleni in 
will advance far enongh to ^ able 
rrectly, and to reason.’ 

trange that they have not already 
~ ' ady progiwaed 


"I think the swamp district has reta 
^gresa. ^They do not exist anywhi 

and marsh. They aiw unahU 
any harder ground." 

'^‘nibegiad when 
gruntrf Alec. "It 


Gaygel smiled 


«tOM,"h, 
xiT miles, as 


encounter here. There the prehistoric monsters 
thll reignl” 

The Sun had begun to sat. and obviously 
Gaygel was troubled by this. He turoed to 
them, laM: "It la essential that we should find 




G^y^l nodded and cait about him. At 
taortn he decided on a laiaed lump of rock 
which Kood aome Bfteeo feet above the matah' 
land itielf. He indicated thta and the three 
tired adventucera walked over, aquelching 
through mud and water, and made Ihenuelvei 
ai comfortable on it aa conditiona would pennit. 

The purple dsak atole acroaa the land, and 
gndnally they fell kito a alem, only Goygel 
remaining awake and watchful. He amHed, 
a kindly amile, aa he noticed Una huddled in 
Alec'a anna, and wondered if hit friend would 
aver get back to Earth. !f not, thought Gaygal. 
they could live with him in the foreat. 

}!oun had paaaed, and hia noatrila wrinkled 
acddenly aa a nneer odour aaaalJed them. Thao 
he jumped excitedly to hie feet . . . 

CHAPTER EIGHT 

It was a ghaitly, ckkly, sweet amell that 
Gaygel became conicioua of, and be at ones 
ebooK bia two companiona by the ebouldcra, 

Alec mbbed aleepy eyea and yawned. Lana, 
a lighter aleeper, waa awake abnoat at the hrat 

"Quickly," breethed Giygel, "We tnuat 
iHrred himaelf, then peered 
'nyet." 


‘*'^£S'me hKk-^V isn't dj 
"We cannot wait for dawn. 


It until we get 

"Can you not emeU it?" questioned Gaygel, 
Alec eniaed; "Why, yea, now you mention 
it 1 can. A sickly ki^ of amell . . . what la 

"The red Mengas," explained Gaygel, and 

Something to eel?" 

"No, Something whlc 


ia night," ha a: 

when they open folly, they release a fatal ns— 
many of my tttbaamen have perished itndB It. 
No man can survive It for more than fifteen 
minutes, and even ten mlnuiea ol exposure 
aerioualy aSecti him, making him quite ineana. 
We punish our thieves and murderers by driv- 

a them into it at night— If they can croaa 
y they are pardoned. But aa yet no one 

thOT ao^ e^'fotet dtfiMrbmai" 

expoetnlaled Aloe. "Not In the marih." 

"No. But snmewhete shout there mutt be 
an odd plant growing, and thia is now la bloom 
and giving oR poieonona vapours. Even OM 



What's that? 
daeth for all 


"What ia it. Aloe?'' naked Lana at they 
climbed to theft feet. 

"Just another little Venusian pleasantry, 
darling," grunted AIk, "Don't worry about 
a thing. Gaygel has everything nnder contml 


Gaygel nor 
5f all. On 


Is marsh there Is a 


been capable of moving." 

They found a froth anchonge shorlly. 

Alec and Una alto remained awake this I 
Their appetile tor eleep had been entirely taken 
away. The three at round in a group, talk 
log, with Alec acting at interpreter, for Gaygel 
could not undMalaod the English words he liad 
been taught when they were spoken by the 
high voice of s woman. Indeed, it appeared 
to mte on hie nervos when Lana spoke at all, 
and Alec aid; "Can't you stand the sound nl 
a femalt voice, Gaygel?" 

Gaygel shook bis bead: "I can stand ll. 
Allekk, but it jars upon my tierva. It Is Itie 
clar^hlgt^lonelthidc. Here we aU speak m 

"You're lucky you aren't on Eaith," 
^er give it a te«'frmn^or^*to'’nlght^' 

Geygel looked surpriaod; "And do Ihe men 

"They an'I help It, Cao'l get a word in 
edgewia.'' 

"Then," ‘ pointed out Gaygel, reasonably. 


1 


Thty^fbonld cut ofl the tui^ea of tht 

UiuuUj: "Wtiiton Eurth in you two look- 

>iif it mo for?" 

Giyoel w juit upoumfiog • ntutloi] of 
mj^lad • btggtit probfcm, honey,” oeld Alec. 

How to prevent the eternel famalo from con- 
^ her inontb and eoatneting ber 

'tjh, wii hof And vrhat'a bii aojutfon?" 
jmp^ut l^r** **ol '3’’^ •“8ery and 

'■“f *(“r«l it Gaygel, and Caygel, gueotlng 
that hia view had been put to her, aodled. For 
engaged In talking about 
mrioa. the night passed twiftiy. 
_ - -.0 further alaruti, and gradually 
the nistlm llghlaned and a golden tint oept 

Together they started along Ae trail beck 
again. The vegetation was slowly changiiM 
here, as they drew on to the firmer ground. The 
plants were taller and more oolaurTu], and trees 

C Id elumpe of varoiog shades. Tropical 
^ ra waved gaily with an animation enttreiy 

But Gaygel was more esutioBs than ever. He 


back and stood to front'of her, as the aioriaw* 
with amaaing qieed, ilarted its mad chaige. 

Its feet thuodered on the ground, its head 
was vkionaly forward, snaked tongue ahooting 
out and m, pig-like eyes gleaming with fury. 
Ukc an nprecs train timning amok it trampled 
towarda them. 

Calm and poaaesied in momenli of crisis. 
Alec stood aturdi^ where he was to meet Its 


diet bulled in its cheat wall, exploded. Frigbl- 
1 Kreams tore from hs throat, bnt the charge 
IB halted. Alec railed the rifie again, nulled 
0 trigger— and found, with a shock of horror 
St it was enrp^j 

He turned; Inna waa acrmmbling behind s 
;go near at hand. Gaygel waa shrieking 
ira the branch of a high shrieking to 


unuil. ^fe ejje^fiamtng with 

is of oulpering it were slight. 
. the thing was scairrely twenty 


Alec smiled: ”It's a figure of speech, Gaygel. ” 

G.ygcl mid; "I do not understand that. Do 
‘"U mean that ou your world speech has a 
tigutei" 

"Skip It. Maybe I’ll explain It some other 

liayget shrugged and they broke out Into a 
im^l glade— and confronted a monster the 
sight or vdilch made their blood turn to ice, 
di»ite all they had been through! 

'To Alec it dimly resesnblM a prehistoric 
d^saur with wings. It was huge, towering 
above them, slating at them with onwinking, 
lidicea eyes. Its ravage jaws hung open, its 

A lerrible roaring issued from ifa^ throat as 
(I laced them, and Gaygel paled under his tan 
and^id; ’’Keep absolutely stflJl It may not 

But Alec bad been already swinging his rifie 
into potiU^and the movement seemed to ini- 

tensed . and Gaygel yelled; "^as—fFs going 

“sre, hims elf hastily to one ade as he 
igjoke, aod Lana turned ako, but tripped over 
1 protruding root. She aarambled to her feet 


Even with h£ ran fiooded he could hear the 
past . , . 

... ’’“'i »t>0VB again, watched 

the tail eniT of it &st v»nfshiT,p riotous 

vegetation. He braved a Iceig ugh of relief 
and tbankfuloasa, picked himsell out woarflv 
and returned to his comiadra in adventure. 

In her emotion Lana threw heiaelf bito hia 
arms, die look of relief in GaygeTi eyes 

wlien the exdlement had died down, and 


th«!r' - 

Gaygel hi 

fruits whii 
eating as th 
At last Gi 


reason for delaying further, 
aarshland. 

d whilst Gaygel plucked the 
afe to eat, then they went on. 


wn* a bng, gwn-coverefl ptaiu. hu to on. 
ode could b« Been Uic Ic^ of toll treet. To thr 
othn a of red Henra. 

"The toreet i* over ihete,’' pointed Gaygel. 
Soon we will be with my people egain." 
They hurried towaidi tLe greensward, broke 
on to tt jubilantly. 

And suddenly Alec paused and said: "Good 

•/sat,) lan'f fhiB fKo ON* tanrtnt nt?" 


iai There’s the knoU of ground I climbed 
hk for you and ^urbou — at that rate we 
be standing pretty near the ajcact place 
icb the beam touches downi” 
walked round in a circle excitedly, and 
t called to Lana and Gaygel; "Hero— I'ae 


small dip in 


U nothing 

**X!^iibed; "That’s that. 1 know that's the 
right place. It seems the beam isn’t tbere any 

Gaygel said: "You can live in the forest with 
my people." He seemed quite pleased st the 

stared round dtqjairingly; and hia eyea 
fdl iqxm a scrap of paper ... ho hastened for- 
ward and retrieved it. It was written on, in 
pencil. It read: 

"To whoever may be able to read this— Alec 
or Lana or Bourbon, 

m sending this messcge up by the beam. I 
waiting. But it is not as simple ss 1 


hod tl 


h doge wbicb marks ll; 


of rockets, then I wUl send fresh di 
Keverlon Sj 
Lana listened as Ai^ read the ni 
"How long do you think that has In 
"Not long," he told her. "U i 
irom the atmosphere as yet. In far 


He explained to Gaygel what had happenet 
Gaygel said he would collect some of his lellow 
anj help the search. He sped off in the direi 
tion of the forest, leaving Alec and Lana to stai 
looking for the rocket bunts. 

They watched all that day, and slmi in ih 
open. The next morning Gaygel’s tribe Jome 
them, and the search widenem And Gaygi 
bimse lf was the first to meet with luck. 


Prufeisor's, and had wrapped it about a lun 
of stone. Tbe moment the reddish tinge w 


seconds — into nothiugnees. 

Th^ bad located toe beam! 

And all being well at the other end, the road 
hack was open/ 

Alec grijqiod Gaygel’a hand firmly, shook it 
hard, (raygel was unhappy— a great comrade- 
toip had sprung up between the man of Vrana 
and tbs man from Earth. The idea of parting 

"We’U ^‘^ck.’’ Alec told him, slapping 
hia shoulder. "Until we are, tbsnka for every* 
thing— a million. Without yon I’d newt hat e 
got anywhere — and certainly wouldn’t have 
accomplished toe impossible." 

■ 'af simply; "i 'ic 
•But ol c 


yoim 


SRI still 

had thought to maintain the position of the 
beam in one point. Therefore, read this caro* 
fully, and act upon the instructions under: 

I l^vc obtained some signal rockets. During 
the hours when tbe beam is iocuasud upon, or 
near, tbe point at which you found yourselves. 
I will set one oi these rockets in toe appsranis 
each hour, and set a time fuse. If you find one 
Es which 1 have sent mtennittently. 


"Why 1 

suggested. 


mkind." 


i back with us?" Aloe 




And long after his kinsmen bad telurned i 
them haunts, Gaygel, the man of Venus, sloe 
guinc towards tfie spot at which his Teircatri 
Iriends had vanished . . , 

At length he turned with a sigh, and trampe 


THE END. 


"MARY HAD A LITTLE ? 


By N, Wesley Firth 

(And «v«yvrhne that Muy went the ... ? wu sure ti 
the okl nnn^ rhyme — only it wisn't s lamb thet Men 
quite cerain whit 1l will) 


It was euctly like 



' EvcO'lhiii*,” he replied. "IVi my a>o»l 

S ificuit ditcovecy to dote, You'll ojraa 
a you hror the full £octe of the cue." 

"One of UB io mod, and it ion't me," I 
grunted. "This is some sort of hypnotic stunt 
isn’t it? Like the Indioo rope tnckl" 
"Motet oil. not at oil. Perhaps you'll believe 
M0Y_ d sAe lells you it isn't my trick? WiU 

mid; "Yes . - . maybe I will. Where is 
she?" 

~rU coil her out . . . Mary — Mary. Joseph's 


Vltry when ibe door m 
probably somewhae at 
out of hearing. But the 
le^^w inserted through 


lunk of girlish body, and 


"Mary," I 
St bade in tt 


1 heard her laugh, rippling loughtor, then she 
started walking OVER THE AIR towards her 
fatberl" 

"Uon’t be slUy, Joe," she cooed, "It's 
perfectly solid up here— we're on solid noundl" 
] groaned and turned round, started to walk 
towards the gale. She shout^: "Joe — where 

"^ck*to Se hospital," I told her. "To see 
a^^ood psycbiatristl Thai's where. And I’U 

mylwhe^l 'tK^b^to* s^ me't3Sre*°iTl ^ 

'The Doc chuckled; "Y'ou aren't seeing things, 
^he heii I'm not?" 

"Not at ^1. We really are on solid ground 
up bore— but it's invirible to our eyes u well 
uyours , " 


, to I've called it Chester’ 
Oimensian for want of a belter name. Noe 
do you understand?” 

le grom I'd sunk down on to lh< 


pathway ai 

The Doc and Maty walked back towards the 
window, weot Inside the house, and a few 

me into the library. Doc gave toe a drink 
while Mary soothed my brow with her hand, 
and twisted my hair with her fingers. 

When I’d gulped down some of the Doc’s best 
brandy be sat down opposite to me and started 
talking; 

"Sorry you bad such a shock, Joseph. We 


this 


■Dostjullon AS 


■hould have told you fiiat— but 1 wanted U> 

’''^yS^^d,kel,"l told him. 

He smiled; "Yes, we did thst. It happened 
is way . , . 1 was devisiog a window iramc 
ihich would act as s tnventive for pests like 

I. The idea was that 1 bad 

playing across iba window 
□om one siue to lue ultaer, so that to passthrough 
it imlled death to any inaectt. Thai way they 
cooldn’t get inlo the place, 

"Well, 1 got my contacts set, fixed my electro 
magnets, cm switched on. Now I don't know 
exactly what I’d dooe in the construction, but 
it didn't kill files or mosquitoes. ! left the 
window opes and they poured in. I thought 
the current wasn't working, 'so 1 put my 
band through the Irame sod . . , belies it or 
not but I touched something SOLID right oul 
ade the window where there wasn't anyihiogr' 
1 moaned and passed my hand over my brow. 
He went on with a pleased smite; "Ym, }oiieph. 
that really happened. Of course I investigated 
farther then, and found 1 Could actually get out 
of that window and WALK on EMPTY AIR' 
There was something there, an inviaible, smooth 
aoriace, like a tarmscadam roadway, only 


1 

'd stumbled on to the seciel 
rrent which cha^ 
, . . „ m the window must 

io eSected ch^es ts to make it possible 
•naioa. But my eyes 
herelore, although S 
couio waiic on it, j couldn't see. My eyas 
stayed in my own dimensioa, as did my three 
dimensional body. 

"I thought perhaps I was mad unlii ! gel 
Mary to t^i it, and then when she walked on 
sir as well, 1 knew I'd hit the greatest scientific 


d then that I'' 
my body when stepping fr 
' TO efiected ch 

t attuned fi 


le age! 


ct brandy; "I 


He stood up and took my arm; "In that case 
yon must try it for yourself. Don’t be afraid 
—it won't S/a you!'^ 


.... It did," 1 pointed ou., 

tubbing my leg. 

"Pah, a mere bagatelle," he grunted. 
"Compared to this my past experiments have 
been merely fool's woA . , 

"Sure, with me as the fool," I snorted. 
"Nope, Doc, I don't think 1 care to risk my 
neck again ... 1 may wind up , . 

"JOEr’aaidMaryinshockedaccenti. "Joel 
Don't you leaia/ to belp progresa? Don't you 
care alMut the advance of science?" 

"Sure I do— but I dcin't see why it should r 
advance over my dead b^yl" 

She snified, and her blue cyta looked at me 
scomfuUy. "Very well. Joe. If ynu'ce such 
a coward It might be as well if we didn't i«. . ." 
"Okay, okay," I muttered. "I’m your 




It a. FmI lor youraolf. It h» 
only tt's ifnullrr and rnondor. 111 
. ^ It’s got a mouth and eye% and m 


on't fall twanly lost 
Jre, I’ll go lint if 
n go am. Alter all, I figurad if 


a chump, Tl 
ooIk, then 1 




. a fitnoy Idnd of aqueakfog 
1 lat out a hoHl and tumpad to my 
red at the blood oor/ng out of my 
iodax fingar. 1 gulped, "Hell, can voo beat 
that? It tried to ast mel” 


the aurface Iwl ol tbit i._, . 
two ferl under the window ledge. I found a 
lootine, then cautbiuly shoved nw other leg 
out. 1 stood upright, not liking to let go^ 
the window frame nght away. But I needn’t 
have worried! There wae a smooth, solid sur- 
face under my leel. I let go and started to walk. 

Ftnt oR It was tough keeping balance on 
something that was invisible. Yon couldn’t 
w where to put your dogs. But when I'd 
iroDted a few eteps 1 got the hang of it and 
aunliwd over to Maty and the Doc. 

"Sav, this la wonderful ... I can’t believe 
uyet. There's a fortune in it somewhere.” 

"There is." agreed the Doc. "But first of 
ali i want to experiment iurthex. Before t 
make the knewtodge public property I must trv 
und fix it that wiDtine^^ tbe^S 
givei vfiion as weU as feeling. ' ’ 

We wandered along to the front of the gardeo. 
then sat down over the deserted roadway, In 
the distance a cloud of dust came flying no, 
and turned out to be the district mexengei m 
hie bicycle. Ashe whiiied towards os I yelled' 
”Hiya, Dokey.” ^ 

He looked up: his handle bats wobbled, hie 
bike hurked, and he went shooting into the 
hedge as If he was jet propelled. He picked 
hlraseW up, gave iia one seared look, jumped on 
his Imn. and pedalled away down the road fast 

noticed Mary: she was silting boride 

me, moving the palm of he- 

on a level with her wah- 
1 pte-oecupied way: 
pooidile— ” 

”Hey,” I said. ’’What’s eating you?" 
^'W^ t dn you mean, Joe?” rite said to 

’Vnu’ro acting funny s iiu king nothing, and 


The Doc said: "Here, let me feel it ...” and 
thick out his band . . . then said; "Ouchl It 
fill me , , why the . . .” 

I laughed out loud, and felt a bit better my- 
self. I said: ’’You aren’t scared nf a Htllo nip, 
are you Doc? It's ail in the name of science 

n know. Progress and all diatl How does 
■el to be a martyr?” 

CHAPTER TWO 

EVERYWHERE THAT MARY WENT . . . 

When the Doc bad gotten over his bite, and 
cussed a bit It the invisible animal— if it isar 
an animal— we went back into the house through 
the window frame. 

Mary seemed s hit rekictanl to leave her new 
pet, but when 1 pointed out 1 bad tickets for a 
show in town and we could hardly allow an 
urapleenib dimensional tyke or whatever it was, 
fi^role OUT^ lives, she seemed to see the point. 

Weil, Meiy had to go and get changed and 
washed up, so the Doc and I ssl round talking 
about bis discovery and trying to work out some 
practical use for it. Far as I could see there 
^’t any at all except meybe as an lUurion 
lor stage magicians, but Doc said he felt sate 
the thing coold be put to some fwschVal ose- 
jflow awut holidays In the new dimenrion,’’ 

I told him 1 wouldn’t holiday In THAT 
dimension for all the gold in King Solomon’s 
Mines, and in that irritating way he bu be 


ig way he baa be 
It the imprabablllty 
and we loat tiack 


Hid b«‘d stay home ;iud work oa hii new 
gEdgrt. 

'■Dop't m Into any trouble, Dad, will you?" 
Uary pleaded, for ahe knew the old coot of old. 
He promi&ed be wouldn't, Hid all he mNnt to 
do waft to add something to his dimensional 
doorway which should mue vision possible as 

So then we got going, and it was a pleasant 
walk into town, with a soft breeae playing 
through the trees and the sun just sinking 
behind the gasworks, and the anell of new 
mown bay about. It would have been perfect 
but for one thing — 

I mold hMr, over Maty talking of thia and 
that, a tiny patter of feel or paws alongside of us. 
and after a while it began to rile me. 

"Hoy, there's a dug about," 1 said, stariog 
all round. "S can hear it." 

"Silly boy," Mary smiled, "There ian't any 
dog and there isn't a sound . , 

"You wouldn't have heard It anyway above 
the sound of your own voice," I told her, "but 
U yoD stay silent for about ten seconds and 
keep walking, you can’t miss it," 

SW shot me a look that should have shrivelled 
me up and would have done if I hadn’t been so 
thick-skinned. We walked on in dead silence, 
and then — pat-a pai*a pat-a pat — 

"See," 1 said. "Thm it is again. There's 
a dog around." 

Mary was looking peculiar and I gave her an 
slanned stare. 

"What’s the matter;’’ I asked her. "You 
look SB if you’d seen something horrible." 

'The tronbleis thst I haveo’t sees anything,’’ 
she said, "But I can /esi somothiogl Rubbing 
against my legs now we’ve stopper’ 

I listeoed. There was a purring sound. 1 
■aid: "Heck. It sounds like a cat . . 

"1 know wbat it is," Mary said slowly. "It's 
that — that thing— you know, from Dad’s 
dimension. IT's COME BACK THROUGH 
THE FRAME WITH Ub." 

"Nut with m it hasn't," 1 said hurriedly. "1 
don’t want any rart of it. ]T'S yotua-— and 
you're welcome.'" 

"But Joe, what can 1 do? It seems to be 
tollowing me . . 

"Just like the nursery rhyme," 1 grunted. 

' Mary had a little ... 5 \^hat?’’ 

"C^, well," ^e exclaimed. "I’ll see if it’ll 
go home." She turned round and stared at 
the empty roadway and said: "Go home, bad 
do— I mean . , well . . , oh. I’d beoer give it 
a name. I’ll call It Chester after father," 

"He will be pleased," 1 grunted. She 
snapped; "Go home Chester, There’s a good 
do — there’s a good Chester." 

'There was a whiffling squeak from beside ns. 

1 said: "Here, lot me try , . I bent down 
sad picked up a stick. 1 beard an ominous 


1 gave the stick to Hsry, uid: "You'd beltsr 
throw it. The runt miisi think I'm gc4ng to 
best it off. Go ahead, throw it." 

She took the stick, raised and threw it, shout* 
Ing; "Go get it, Chester— n get iti Good dog 
—oh, well, good Chester.’ 

We waited. I uid; "Has it gotw?" 

She shrugged: "How should 1 know." 


dropped at Mary's feet and there was a panting 
sound! She picked it up again and Ihraw it. 
1 Hid: "Run like hell." 

We ran like hell; we ran right down the roed 
and raced into the oulskiita of thr town. We 
alowed to a walk and 1 grinned: "See? Just 
leave it to your Uncle JoKph — he knows the 
way. The thing is pioMbly back out on the 
road looking for us oow." 

"Is it?" Ma^ Hid peculisriy. Then whsl's 
that piece of shek doing travelling along at the 
back of your left leg?’’ 

We stuped again and I mid: "I'll take s 
firm stand with it. Show the damned thing 
who’s boH round here. Watch this . . Iiu 
home, Chester ... at o«cs. Do you heat mo? 
Home, boyl" and I flung an impmilve atm in 
the direction of the Chester home. Mary lugged 
at my sleeve and said: "Stop It, Joe. Feupie 
are lookingl" 

They am looking at that. Three or lour 
rubbernecks gaping at me and grinning ail over 
their silly fices. 1 snorted and walked ou with 
a red face. Chester still pattered behind ns. 

We ^Dt to the theatre, and jiiined the mob 
struggling to go inaide with their booked nclieu 
There waa a jam in the foyer, and a sudden 
squeal of agony. A fit guy in fruni turned 
round and saici: "Did 1 tread on someb^v’s 
toe?" 

Then he let out one yell of pain and jumped 
high in the air. Without stooping to tell him 
it was just Chester, we hurried in. 

The show had started and we jostled past 
doieot of folks who had just settled down to 
enjoy themselves. I was mying prayeni endar 
my breath that Chester had heal It. If it luuli 
it into its little ftirry bead to bita a few legs 
round here tbere'd w a riot. 

Nothing happened until well lowarda the 
— ~-r. Then Mary said, suddenly, 
'.ester! Chester, Kop Itl" 
iron^ now?" I whispered. 

"It’s rubbing itself against my leg again . . . 
it’s tickling. If it doesn’t stop I’ll go mad! 
Chester— don’t do it!" 

For a moment there was ulenco. Then. 
"Cheater — oh, obi Stop rubbing tnv be 
Chester, PLEASEI" 

A Qiick set guy behind suddenly leaned over 




'It ihlf ("loll Iim; 1“ 


•■oti. W« II 


■ I- y.iut If*, din’ 
'•ThK's '-hff!*r.‘' fulpfd Mit}-, flutnmoxtd. 
••I imJ if Im dun't quit it I'll ^ his ffiti 

uJiiy, Sannoii," 1 Riumbled. 
poinlrd out the bucjy 


"f l,..i 






,1. M I ni»p «tiy more, Mary, or I'll be a boe- 
j ii,,l 'n-r Iiefnre you know U." 

■'Hut I ten t help if, Joe, honettly. Il's 
i.iealUy llckfing . . , I, oh . . . OHI . , , 
rJi>«fr . . 

Iben wu ■ tiunblr Iram the Wvgb baby 
heliln'l I pibbfd Miry'i band eud said: 
■'C iiion Tbifc it where wa bead out befoia 
I gai ir^ on art ol up|pfra knocked In the 


'•You'll iwt have to get rid ol It acme way," 
I told liar, "Why, II It aHcki to you all the 
IbBO, |uft Uilnk what it'll mean. Fancy havtitg 
Mol as ow honaynnun . . 

!Uie (lanred at me aldawaya "Tbat'a the 
Ini lime you've mmlloned horu^oM, 

siM.ii'i Ihaii I plaiuied oo.’' I told h«. "1 got 
I rei— It the ulSct, and . . . well, bow about 
two wa«ka neat Sunday?" 

"Oh, Joe, dafka* , . 

Sha moved in cloaer and I made to put my 
arm iwnd ber. There wai a low growl and 
a ;nv-p>wg nl Jawa Irom juat below. 1 bastiJy 
iLnii.i:i away, I laid; "See? See wbal I 
Bwaii? We couldn't poiolbly have it on our 

r gueta not. I war getting kind 
ol fond ol It tboiiib. But I know wbat you 
mean— H wouldn't do et all on a hsnayinuoD. 
wiiuU] Itf" 

We walked nn In lilcnce, and we didn’t aea 
the iMugli egg until hr Uepped right out In Imt 
1,1 in Irum a rcaidilde bu^. He had a nuty 
I.H,klni blar1i]ick in hia hand, and hla face 
iiilyhi 'eve bm taken itralght trom the make 
u|i 'wii|il ul a btli KarioS movie. InaddlHoo 


M would be enough to keen mo while 1 S'-' 
my lut aonxiet accepted. It a by way ol Iwii' 
a masterplacr— you'll be patrunc ol the arti." 

"If you think I'm good (or a handout of ten 
bucki ..." 1 began, and then broke ofl and 
kxdcfd at the blackiack which he wae itrokln* 
meditalively. He aid; "You ain't?" In a 
^iu^^ kiod of way, "Ain’t you got nn aou?. 

He made a tentative awlah with the b!ack)ack 
In ^e direction of my nose. 1 eaid haidly; 
"Surf ten’ll be enou^, friend?” 

"You can make it twenty, paljy, if you 
Itiaiat, " he sold with gratlfWatIcn. "Andmaybe 
the lady'd be good enough to lend rue lenaleo?" 

Mary laid indignantly: "1 wQl not. X don't 
hta'7'>^” one moment you re a poeti Hit 

"I would eaioon hit Joe luiula, " I muttered, 
di^ hobo, are you?" she yap^, "Joe— 


Iben unk il< 


ling then of cr 


idb^nd them I cc 


•ee ^ tough ep gracing hold of Mary— and 

let go^of her, and glared do^wardt. ***Hf 
icratcbed hia head and looked mystified. He 
reached for Maty again — end gave a further 
yell and clutched frantically at the seat of hla 
wnts. A 101^0 patch of nothingness was sud- 


ad, yelling 


loudly. 

I picked m^K up, ind Ma^aid: ’^‘Good old 
seed tlit bally while yon lay 


Cbealer. Leavi 

Iona the way he 

dowD there too frightened to do anything? * 
I laid: "Why in heck did be wait nnh 
bem knocked down?" 

"Every girl ahould 
admiringly, ignoring 


bavD one," aald Mary 
my remarks, "Think 
dogs they’d make," 

"No thanks," I gninled. "One Cheater’s 
enough in this world. And U you value me and 
my altentions, 
right hack Ifat 
gel home." 

"Oh, tent Joe . . . 

"Either you do th 



rl(h> h«nd 1 

ipeerh , , 

“Yoiir Wt <• „ 

, 1 »ycd him cloMly, He mi 

abiiut If I ibhed; 

"Hedc, why 




Hrll," I Added hurriedly. 

Hr loohed depmeed — - 
I bed A ™t Idea lor 
wrvB fuD life In the b 
been eemed. It h 


i liter it Sad 


” ntli'^ °'”h ' * 

.^Dothal, And while you're Hit think over 

wtat we re pdog tu do with Chester) " 

Toe door opened then ind Mery cerae beck 
in She wu cirryiDg e tny loaded down with 
emill Mucen. She stertad settinB them down 
In e lino, ten ol them. She celled: "Here 
IhestiT, nteoCbeiter. Come end get it." 

Then she stood back end watched, sayine to 

,1 " brought him a good selection » he 

Would be able to find aomethlng he hltee, 
"?“!•, '*‘^cn, crackera 
brought milk. 


e^ter, roffea and whiidiy, 
Chester evidently " 

rt order packed 


stuE, and^neidc ten min 
■ testified to ' 


only ten empty i. 

.‘f^*** Chester's Dimension, 
1 mid, hopefnliy: "Maybe he'lJ bnnrti" 


Ma'’^ laid goodnight, khwrd me, and went off 
to bed and I remained standing there 

psLig wordleisly at nmhing, and listening to 
Chester's gratified whistling snores from the 
comer. 

Then Doc tamed end rroering silently to e 
•all csee hx^ out a email revolver filt^ with 
silencer, He handed Ihii to me. said: "I'm 
sorry lor you, my boy. And sorry lor Cheater 
But it's plain aometUng has to be done. So— 

C '*ha'''us*'’™ihhed*'''’ 

"I don'l leel Huile right ebont it, shooting the 


‘yhe. isn't then another 

to my linger with, 
snd I realised how r"" ■ 


STiStS: 


limb — iso 
I nod 


He'e dangerous 


felt mutlouriy wjlU my hand-touchrt ^ler '1 
^^'“t-Ievelled the gun, ind pulled (he 

boppened: one, (he slug whistled 

^|'&‘’.h''e;ran^d^'?r, 

flMhy part of my “V** I °Ac“'’lSs?iIy" 

*e room and climbed on top of the Doc'a 
bookcase. I looked down. ^ * 

Chester waa growling away somewhere enH 
1 heped be v^'t able to fly, or else ... ' 

flesh, but a three dimensional bullet lust nowM 
hrmjry . , ‘ i^sees 

to do with organic and lnoraanic^ml^r*'^'li» 

Si''.(mc»hSb^y"?.'^‘'' 

"Maybe poison wiiJ?" I aid booelullv 
D« said: "Wc can by It-bul &'t bi too 

hm^ul Joseph Remember he's an entirely 
Sor'?"' “ anything on thu 

He took a phial from a shelf and poured some 

Ttwrl ^ a mSlL'SS.d 

we watched with bated breaths, ttoc whis- 

— iSScSS'*" " ’ 

*“ * ‘‘PPb'g •®'ind. We stared— 

gaped i 

”} rapidly parked 

^‘■eeter haJuken 
that mghl. There was then a sound ol smack- 
, S lips, and a wufflc of pleasure. Doc altl* 

andChater look them in his stride. We doled 
him to the eyebrows with strychnine, iicuaK 

wT^m 

mickey, and be finished that off loo Al Inst 
the Doc laid the bottles aside and said' "I'm 
Hred' Jwph, Can't go op any longer. This 
lan I doing anv good, u It? ' 



it 1 end do u I plesH with thou, 

"Why— ye*— I— well. ye»." 

"C&iy Ihen. I’ll put them onl" 
t rolled my p«nt» lep up wid did 
wbtlat he n]^ at me. Then slowly s luua oi 
UBdcntandinc dawned on his face. A look I 
didn’t quite like. I said: ’’Wbat’i the cute 
* W* *^'*t< l^h*"^ *‘’°**^ 

"But oF^me, sir. A veiy excoUent idea. 
PettaiM^^'d "wr a cabcher's glove, 

"Yoo re nula," I gninled, and he said 
politely "Of course, sir. 1 am, as you say. 
notl, Aoythingmore?" 

"I guess so. Got a small dog collar with 
along lead?" 

lie brought out a metal collar, and 1 shook 
my bead. ’’That won't hold him. Nothing 
me^ will. U’l! go right through his nock . , " 

. Sut its the strongest we have, sir,'’ he 
gulped. 

''Is ill You got a leather one?" 


id him. Just try it, h 


ana^ii: "Arc you c 

tty thie metal one." 

"Kitber you bring me a 1* 
he manager of this dump," 

it Ims to be organic. 


almost plrodingly. 
toid me promptly. "] 


because .. .. ..v 

He shrank behind the counter nervously 
When he^2*“ “P JJ®™ l»tg® beads of 
leather wUar. I paid col^ and^^^ 

a set of golf clubs. I took t^e lead back to 
the automat and gave It Mary. 1 said; 

"Okay, put your lion inahk of that but quick. 
Lei’s get it over with before tfiey yank me away 


d for Chesi 
B and grins. 


I never felt eo big a ss^,ss I did walking 

attached to a collar. •rift *. 
circle of empty an, Hut I was feeling 
loo Thankful that the thing had turned 
out to liavp neck to worry about how 


Blaeable neck, tad a really terrific m 

Mary knew oi concse, the thing die 
- pawing over it, 

’Take it right down to the pour 


"take It right do' 
just that Maty, “and for Hce 

a look of back until 

A look I I sejd- ' 


, "Thank you. loe — loe. what oi 
earth’s the matter with your legs,y they lool 


at from the ealeamao. 


She aaid: "Wdl, gooSiye Joe 
think you look sillv.'’ 
jT’d look s 


But I do 


tr galloping d' 


biting ^e 

On that cbeerlnl note we parted. Maty to go 
ofne and recuperate from her bectk day, and 
le to yank the pooch— as 1 now thought of it 
-down to the city pound. 

01 going 

nons - 

nightmare. 

*' ililh* 

It me oS Dal 
and Chester 


s of thnt journey. 


almighty tug, c 
lead from my f 


let: 




of tl 


arklng 


d 1 ji 


Mary had Just 


id again, and Chester with it. 
roturabW to my dO|B, Chester tu 


itanding again, had a gc 


a ankles and shins, I waoiidghty glad I'd 
1 those guards after tU, and 1 thought 
•^fully that ii_ I’d bought the catcher’s glove 
ive Chester a few hearty 


swipes for makeweight. 

A large Irish cop wanoecen over ai 
looking at me, I waa in the centre ol 
traffic jam which I had caused, and war 
Cheater along, saying; "Crnne on yoii tyks 
Get moving or 1 11 put a foot behind youl Voi 


rklog 




’'Justa liltle 



Iff off. Doc Wi» painting to 


1 Erncoffd, i 
tny htndff 


cV lot « h«If hour, Joneph." 
down with my hcid between 
length 1 looliw up and laid: 


J; "No, Joe, I couldn’t , 


Doc murainrcd: "joaoph'a ^ht, dec. 
You'll have to Ihnah the thine. Break h 
dumimtlcin. Steel yooiself. child. Take m 
bell and just eivo him a blow or two." 

1 could see Mary didn't like the idea^— bate 


1 whipped o& my shin guards and fastened 
them on to her slim legs. Then 1 said; "Go 
•hea^— Icel round nnhl you find him then tiMt 

Mary did. She hit Cheater three times, and 
he aauealed and whimpered, and there wen 
«l'“lly^tcani in^Ma^'i^eyes when she threw 

worked," and put his armi^r^d Mar^ni^'l 
There wae no sound, no movement. Minutes 
passed, Then Mary cried: "Oh, Joe, it DID 
woikl Joe darling . . ." 

She niahed for me and flbng herself cm to my 

jumped up sS backed away with a cson 
^ull«^look^oD 

And right at that moment while l' gawked at 

her, 1 became aware of something rubbing toond 
my Im ....fill 

And making a contented, purring tioisel 
Dot grinned suddenly. 1 could have 
alauihterffd him. He ■lid; 

"Too bid. my boy. It seems to have adopted 


n by 


I wud: "Gimme that belt ... I 
Bui Chester wasn't going to b 

that again. Though 1 hunted hi, . 

1 couldn't find him. Every time I swished 

walked home later, he was still pattering along 
by my side, ducking every now and then when 
I tried to awipe htal 

And then Chester simply vanisktd, just like 
that, il was two daw aller he'd adopted me. 
and he went Just in lime to slop my hair going 
pure white Soon as 1 knew he really had gone t 
ran up to Mary's aod told her, and we fell into 


With Cheeter gone, lh«e was nothing to hold 
tack the happy day. And a week aod three 
days later we were married in one of those little 


mc^. I already bad a cosy apartment in town, 
and It was roomy enough tor the both of na, 
Alte the guests had left us alone that night 
Mary esid: ”ru rush along to bed now tten 


_ _ ‘. •‘'B6V.ISJ Uiio me DCQ- 

room like a guy who is to be shot at dawn lor 
SOTiething he didn't do. Msiy wsa draped in 
a fetching ndgligf, but it didn't fetch «». I 
had other things on my mind right theo. 1 
mid: "Miiy, now I kame why Chester went. 
I know what he went for . . . only Chester 
ien't a HEl Chester is a SHE'" ^ 

Mary slated at me in perplexity, I said: 
She’s*^! CMC tack*^ *°'h* Ckatml 
—sad Ikart's fivt maUer editioar of krtieli 
TK* C I Ihvm all, every one! 

They re in the hvmg room, aod they're ruluing 
my finost P^sian carpet . . . they aren't bouse 
_,Miry' T’m going quietly nute . . . 




She started slindng stuff into her case. She 
said: "I'm sorry Joe. but I’m goin* home to 
bther until you've got rid of tlS^mr^y 
They frighten me." ’ 

As for me— Well, I'm still here and now 
I've got fifteen Bttle Chesters, and mote ex- 
pected. Yon see, some of that first titter turned 
out to be males, and some females-and they 
tav^’t heasd about the law against tatet. 

arJaUire ** 

Mary had a little lamb — like hell she bad! 
Lamb! That’s a laugh' 'They're devik, that's 


M had fif: 

.. ha, hi 


"SPACE HOBOS DIARY" 


By Rica Ackman 


CHAPTER ONE 


N^unc vhrn tlie fine sQrted. They wei 
IntetplaDeUiy lancline pUUomi numba 
midway between Earth and Neptune, and 
were cklticg b the inlotmal muinei of s 
wragrra. 

loterplanetary landing platforms — of w 
there were ten about the Solar System— 
actually mui made asteroids thrown r 
tor the benefit of weary sp 

ships touched d ■’ - 

ate and drank i 
space bars where danebg was pennitted. 

idX, b addition, was a junction for three 
space Ibew-Venusian Packet, Tenesttial Lbes 
Ltd,, and Marbao Skyways. Here men from 
Earth picked up the ships which ferri^ them 
from 12X to Mars and Venus. 

The trouble was b the shape of two sptce 
patrol guards, who rode with the tniehty bnen 
mom planet to planet, and whose jobs were to 


the rest of 
CD Jupiter sodTelluria 
elves Into wild at ' ' 

!d‘plaaebi._BnTS 

the drugs. 


he System. 1 


.D, white-haired and gnarled from the cosntk 
n. He might have been a typical twenlinh 
itury Urmer as fsc ts bis wrinkled eyes anil 
teks were concerned. But the ghantly living 

u,. » .. . . . . 1 , pjijplJ 

grip on him, and 


ve, outlawed 


Aoobet of the space guards' jobs was to make 
sure no one travelled wilhont a paieport. or 
smuggled his way over on the ship. Stowaways 
were all too frequent, and had to be put down 
at all costs. The laws allectbg anby b SDOtber 
planet hsd been tightened up a great deal when 
It was found that dosens of Green Martians 
were atlcmptipg W enter Earth by slowmg 
away. 

Green Martians, those strange, perverted, yet 
cmeUy bteUigent nativ|!s of the dybg pianet. 
whom all right thinking men detested tor their 
strange way of life. Let other planets suffer 
them if they would— Earth would have none 

Not even b the days when most of the System 
had been buybg them from slave traders, and 
setting tliem to work m the plutonium labon- 
tonee,wherelbedeathratewashifh. Strangely 
enough, allhough 11 had been t(ie ships and 
soldien of Earth who bad emancipated be 
Green Martians, they had never overcome be 
hatred Mara had always had lor be father 
planet of the System. 

But h was no Green Martian be two qiace 
guards bad caught bis time — it was an Earth- 


isoiSaluni bad tal 

' brave and reckle_ 

im. that malignant planet of death and 

srter watched the guards drag be atruggling 
b. with a curious stare, in which thare 
soQiebbg of perplexity. He fell he hsd 
be man belore— somewhere, sometime, in 
ncreaaed life span of two hundred yeets. 


ow . . . can’t bU where I ir 
metal mao from Neptune said: ’’ 


And Carter suddenly yelped: "Of counel 
That's iti He’s Griffon, the space liobo . . . 
osed to be an interplanetary spy b be Galactv 
Patrol until some Martians dropped him on 
Saturn withoiil weapons, and he contracted the 
wasting disease of the purple lianas. Gnod 


a small slip of green metal which read; ''Mills 
Carter, Special Agent, Univerasl Space Guard." 

The guard flushed and niuttereci: ''Sony, sir 
f didn't know any of our agents were up hero." 

"Forget it. Sergeant. No apolo^as 
ueoesssy.’' 

the fandjng 


The Sergeant shrugged: "You know be law, 
sir. He'll be sent back to Esitb on the iieal 
ship, then exilecl to Luna. What else?" 

man mb my costodyf’’ 

"If you say so sir, and you'll guarantee (a 
take be rssponsibiUty,'' 






UtllhM - - 

b true . CiD you to piy loi your iLelur 
1 unbooked tbe fibroid bolt trom my niaoe 
niit «nd iplit the din m one side. Iniide Ihu 
mtleriol were sevmi lot^, (bio Uuesidi 1 
bad been savin; them e^oinst euch an enter- 

aid Maltha, greedily, Rachin; 


vo thousand units and shelter ao 


. - - 10 floor where 

mere was a slight ptp, and listeaed. 

He was questioning the girl. 

'‘The gaatlrmao who was here a ntomeol 
ago,^ he was a^Idg. "He was Ironi Karthl'' 

"Interesting— very — and what is he doing in 
this hall of lU fame, my child'" 

"I do act know, my bed." replied the girl 
narvously, "Madam Maltha duo not tell us 


'"And hu been here— how long?" 

"For lonr day and nights, my lord. They 
Qune in the middle of the night, and have not 
ventured from this house since." 


"Interesling," mum 
"Very. Thai is ail yi 
"It is all, m- 


there wen 

SE."; 


0 pick up many items of valuable 
. — the giria, ilemt the bigwigs had let 
(he delights of their bve-maJmg. 


lEssx: 


St kroU and stewed 


drank Sitch tc 

In bed. 

The foibwing few days we remaised under 
covK, Maltha told ns of riots in the streets 
following Earth’s dictum concerning Martian 
immigration, and mentioned the cases of five 
— te guards who had been found mysterbuMy 
which the Mar- 


^ughte 


■s kept a 


ap^rently. 


lered by the dread pc 


. She UId I 
I wandarbg, and 1 was 
o was ray cotopanlon. 


.tehaJdshi, s endured had brought us closer 
together, and by now he had told me his name 
was Manley. Whero be was going, where he 
had been, he seemed stnugeiy reluctant to ay, 
but since be seemed to have no definite obiec- 


"Ci 


wandering abou 
It was thus tbi 


t told Manley about the Martian ■'id ho 
seemed upset and said that we should leave at 
once, without further delay. But I ielt it wss 
Dot as serious as all that, 1 fell, In fact, that 
bad the Martian intended to expose us he could 
have done ao there and then, or immediately 
upon leaving the place, and by sunrise we should 
have been aboard a felon ship heading (or Luna 
But day came and went, and still we remained 
unexposed, so that I began to fed sure the 
Green Martian ha^ decided it ’ ' ' 


I questioned the girl as to his identity, and 
was amaaed to learo he was none olhet than 
Rekab, the chief scientist and head of the Uwn 
Then, three nights kter, Mallhet ailed us 
into her own private room. There waa a con. 

I progreas hetvreen herself and her 


Inlieteot an Marliau invited tu 
the bath sides and to wash our feet. 

To reloH would have been an insuJI, at 
complied, mentally thanking the fates liutl 
had not extended to us Ihr uilimab honor 
sharing her ablutions. We at and dan 
our toes whilst she blormed us of (he pur 


iced hastily fi^ the mom 1 ' 



M we were not, efier nil, trending the path ot 
le grand ranat. We aeemod to have wandered 
fi on Co a tmallcr tributary is the eloont and 
xcitemcnl, and were out of eight of Ganthia. 
nd ateo out of eight of Che Grand Cana] which 
;aukl have mnrited our route to Zin. 

It WEB an unnerving tboughll 

Already, hardly a week ago, we had tramped 
cfcae that arid waete, in danger of perishing 


lac^ tSat t^oi^^foHow them in maddening 
tt the while, *^^^'**' ^ bleached 

part of those anine sands. 


was midday when we reached the city, 
va saw mm joy that there was water in 


'ires' 


walked slowly and carefully is 


recently, by a great number of people. Theae 
people, eome of than, lay sprawled m gTOlesque 
attirudea is the streets, or crumpled up on 
eha^ in buildings, in their baths, at their tables. 

We had counted fully a hundred by the lime 

...L.J .L _ .. jyjj j 




MSS' 


' aotusUy seen a city 


Manley suddenly said: "Great Space E 
sards, wtiat was that!" 

1 had eeeu notbing, so I said: "What?" 

He looked at me strangely. He put a h. 
over bis shoulder, felt his back. He si 
"There's — there's something here. My h 

jelly..." ^ 

I stared fascinatedly at hla back, and the 

The dreaded Martian plaguel The Patas 
of the Canals! 

That explained why the city was so silent i 
deserted. Why the canal had not been sea 
oR before the place had been desei 
pecmle— those who had not succumbed ftiat- 
had fled in terror, not even staying long enoug 
to bury their dead or to collect their most trei 


The 


I found it hard to tell Manley whsi it 
that cli^ to his back. He felt nu^in, as 

lodge the thing. At leii^ 1 look him to 
of the ui|>ses and we turned it over with 

In silent ^rror he stared at it. At first ha 
saw noihlng, but on continued scnitlny hr 
picked out the faint oiitiinea of a blue shaded 

to Ih'e back from the'^houldeTwadM to*lhe 
"My God, wbat it it?" he stammered 
"The Martian plague." I told him soberly 
"It comes from die poles, following the routes 

nd wuman, 
■re tl simply 








this oily 
•- fled, dc ‘ 
with Ih 


have succuRihad, 

o^nl^^ scientists Md 


doefon 

ciency of them on Mass In the mam 
who Is attacked by the plague is a 

His ey« almost thrust from his diull; 
clutched at my atm. "Is there noikini 
"Nothing, unless we ran find asrientist 


But you 




lard of 


. They acqulTB only healthy btaina. 
. tin is already infectecl with the purple 

disease flom Saturn , They will be abia to read 
tbe scar correctly and will leave me alone." 

He sat down abruptly, with the thing still 
clinging to his back. Sweat stood out upon 
his brow. At last he looked np al me and said.’ 


e sudden^ lau^gbed bittely; "Four dayal 
the mMt”' ^ *d”*lar£i” ^ 
said; "What do you moao by security? 


I, glaring at aomo liny 
! aald: "Runabu'^ 


mu 




J 


fhe Tpatc gu»rd» ^prt''hbn by lha 
lliiwldar, «aW; '^A goi)d irfknley, 

111, fut tha murder. tvio_yMrs ago. of Valwin 
ViiUn [lie First, Grand Ciika of Jupitfr." 

wttNekah'i brain in Uantey'i body.^ And how 
coolly Rrkab denied it, raid that Mauley was 

tiAkaf), and that how could anyone posaibly 
l«li»ve a braui could be transplanted from one 

KA b ^ br'*' h*'* Manley. He. 

Yea, be had performed a ahi^le operation upon 
him. to force the truth of who he waa from 
hiin. He knew he had do right lurking about 
the city of Gaiithia. And at last Manley was 
diaggd away — or rather, Rekab's protesting 
mlnll in Mamey'a body, was diaggeu away. 


that capture oi Manley end hi h 

t^t he was really nckab In Manley's body. 
Perhaps we rnfght have got the truti had he 
nottried to escape his guards. Ofcoiies* wl.er. 
we came to question jmu, Grlflcin, 
ory had already let slip the evei ' 

But now ... It won’* 

He handed Ciridon 
studied his scarred h 

already goiie.-tbe scar was seeling rapidly 
Carter went on; 'If you’re ready J have 

.L 


)i the night. 

‘^‘Iriitc: 

MiSy. 


Grtflon had been fully revived. He sal now 
between Zllgoa and Cartar. Carter was speak- 
ing: "And so, Manley, or rathn Rekab’s brain 
In Manley’s body, Ini'd to esca''* t'"— ai. 
ton and wu bkaled down f 
^i^^'here^ 

rcpently from n dangeio „ 

hsd contracted before he evolved the scheme 
whereby he might change bodies. I have al- 


Somewhere on Mara he disced of 
That was where hp obtained the mos 
when you met him. Your first 
be to discover whore that gem u no* 
Griffon said; "I’m ready.” 

Carter handed him a card of authori 
picture of the gcra. He shook handt 
Griffon, tall and straight ooce mo 
of the terrible disease, walked out of I 
CartCT watched him go; Zllgos a 


ed: ”l/anyone 


D by dtinlcgralloii 
^suje a impossible to verify 
Msnl^, In Rekab’s body, died 


I'^l^^est diguise he could have ' ’ 
!t thlt^n. Ihongbl so tem . . . 


I 


CHf^LO 

Wo'T Mo 





SHE HAS THE SECRET 


ScDd 6d. for ibe Hutory 
Thousands say :— 

al milfion booklets you 
lliem at random. We | 


S.A.E. to H. H. Joan The Wad, loon's Cottage, Lanivel, Comwal!. 


read extracts from lesiiiooniols received from os far back as 1930. 
than TwEi-VE Thousand unsolicited testimonials, and we know 
Having so many, we cai’l 



OOKED FOR A HOUSE FOR FOUR YEARS— Got 

" felieve it or not, things have taken an astonishing change 
tore than I have dared hope for before. I am being disclmrged ft 
" c uITcred me ■ **'■ 


INCREASE IN WAGES 

. already after one fortnight we have had luck, I won . . , i 
Oi unexpected, so Joan the Wad must Ik our iuck 
(Mrs.) D. M. Kirkgate, Leeds. 19,11.43 


Jack O'Laolem 


at good^ luck JMt 
J is more than 

HO.MEI.ESS 


I— LOSl HIS LUCK 

the Wad aad Jack O'Laotern. I had them both io 1931, 
an hooestly say that since losing them nothing has seemed 
bring by honest facts 1 have really experienced ... I 


I a House, Got a job as well, 
dr the belter since the day I received Joaa— 
im Services, Oct. 22nd. My fanuly are home- 
I cottage and good wages, one of my favourite 
n four years. O. S., Army Fire Service, Slough. 


o of iny friends hi 


aWMti .... reuse luiwniu me one juaa me wao ana one jacx u utnlcrn. U. L. Levenshulme, 

^KTIER JOB^ MORE^MONEV, LE.SS LMPROVF-D HEALTH 

a much better Job . , . greater wages ... less working hours . . . and my health hu greatly 

u-,. . r.i-.u -r .l r she is also lonely 

My pockets have 

.. ... .... ,„an for her weight 

-. - voluahle in every way. Her povrers extend all over the world, andshe works unceasingly 

(he full benefit of iKr fnrada and adbcrcnls. She rides in ray pocket day and night and never leaves mo. . , , 


«', 3 . 

the 

H., Leeds, 9. 


ipportunily for comradeship offered, 1 


a fumiled . 


11.45.” 


Allyau 

02, JOAN’S 


re(apf/or, 


COTTAGE, LANIVET, BODMIN 




I 

1 


HAMILTON k CO. fSt/ftra; LTD 

I 4 2. M«Nr/la Csurl, Ctidiawk HMd, UndM, W.lh ^ 


